Reflections on Isaiah 2.1-5 – Come, Jesus and put the world to rights
Begin with an opening prayer
As we gather today as your holy people,
help us do right by one another and love one another.
May we push away from our hearts and minds
all that is unpeaceful, unfair and unloving.
Amen.

Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.

Isaiah 2: 1-5
The Mountain of the LORD
2 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:
2 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established
    as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,
    and all nations will stream to it.
3 Many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
    to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,
    so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion,
    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4 He will judge between the nations
    and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into ploughshares
    and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
    nor will they train for war anymore.
5 Come, descendants of Jacob,
    let us walk in the light of the LORD.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.

Bible notes
The Book of Isaiah will be our companion through the Advent season, as we look for Jesus to come among us. Isaiah is so important in how Christians have come to understand Jesus that it has sometimes been called ‘a fifth Gospel’. Scholars believe it is actually the writings of at least three Isaiahs that have been conflated. The first lived before the great disaster and warned people it was coming but they still could avoid it. The second was with the exiles living through the great disaster and he taught them how to hold on and hope in dark times. The third spoke to those returning about how they should learn from all they had endured and ‘build back better’ (see for an introduction to Isaiah).
In this passage, the first Isaiah describes what the people should have been building towards. He goes on to say how they have been distracted and fallen short of this vision. The Temple is meant to have earned high esteem, making Jerusalem seem the most important, most impressive, highest city. All nations are meant to be learning peace from it. God’s Word will teach them a way of life that means they do not have to live in constant conflict with one another. They can recycle their weapons into farm implements and forget about training for war. The last sentence is a plea to his people to be like that, work for that vision, ‘walk in the light of the Lord’. We have not arrived yet.
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
In May 2019, there was a furore when, at a 50th anniversary service, Trident missiles were brought into Westminster Abbey to be blessed. Around 200 Anglican clerics protested that missiles should not be blessed – to do so was condoning the horrors of nuclear war. Others said it was right to celebrate how they had kept peace for 50 years. However, one person said that they would be very happy to bless nuclear missiles because a truly blessed missile, one that fulfilled God’s purposes for it, would never be fired and would be recycled as scrap metal, similar to the swords turned into ploughshares in the Isaiah passage. If judgement is a fulfilling of God’s good purposes for all that he has made, what will that mean for all the things we fear?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· How easy is it to fall out with someone?
· What skills might someone need to help resolve a conflict?
· In what ways does Jesus show us how to live peacefully?
 
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
let us not walk in darkness,
but in your light.
Let us not walk in danger,
but safely in your sight.
Teach us your ways of peace and justice,
teach us to love and not to fight.
Amen.
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