Reflections on Isaiah 35.1-10 – Come, Jesus and fill us with joy
Begin with an opening prayer
Lord Jesus,
we pray that you would come to us by your Spirit
and fill us afresh with your joy.
Take away our fear, lift up our hearts,
and grant us a fresh vision of your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus, we pray.
Amen.
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Isaiah 35: 1-10
35 The desert and the parched land will be glad;
    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;
    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
    the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD,
    the splendour of our God.
3 Strengthen the feeble hands,
    steady the knees that give way;
4 say to those with fearful hearts,
    “Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
    he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
    he will come to save you.”
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,
    and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
    and streams in the desert.
7 The burning sand will become a pool,
    the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay,
    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.
8 And a highway will be there;
    it will be called the Way of Holiness;
    it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;
    wicked fools will not go about on it.
9 No lion will be there,
    nor any ravenous beast;
    they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
10     and those the LORD has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;
    everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
    and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
 
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

In this passage, even nature is rejoicing, bursting into blossom and birdsong, and flowing with water in dry places. This is Isaiah talking to those in the middle of the great disaster of exile, marched in chains away from their homeland across a stony wilderness, unable to return. Isaiah tells them that their story has not yet ended. There will be a joyful return, and the road will be so good that not even fools could get lost on it. Part of this joyful restoration is healing – the eyes that do not see and ears that do not hear are opened, the immobile leap about, the silent sing for joy. Sorrow and sighing will slink off defeated and the exiles will return home rejoicing.

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Someone once said that Christmas could only begin when they heard Chris Rea’s ‘Driving Home for Christmas’. A sense of homecoming when you have been away can be very powerful. Isaiah 35 was addressed to God’s people in exile, who were longing for home. It is a prophecy of hope and joy. In Advent, we look forward to the coming of Jesus – the one who fills us with real joy. The imagery of Isaiah 35 and the season of Advent invite us to imagine a world remade, full of the glory and majesty of God. Invite people to imagine such a world and then think how such a vision should shape their prayers and actions.
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What things bring you joy?
· Is your community a desert or a lush landscape where faith can grow?
· What opportunities are there to help others know about God’s ‘Holy Way’?
 
Prayer
Lord God, may we go:
with joy and singing,
strong and without fear,
to walk your highway
with joy and gladness
and without sorrow and sighing.
For Jesus’ sake, we pray.
Amen.
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