Reflection on Matthew 1:18-25 – Come, Jesus, be with us

Begin with an opening prayer
Come, Lord Jesus. Come be with us.
Come be with us in our joys and celebrations.
Come be with us in our doubts and difficulties.
Come be with us to bless us and inspire us.
Come be with us to correct and guide us.
Come be with us to heal and save us.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
 
Matthew 1: 18-25
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.


Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

In verse 23, Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14. This is the classic example of Matthew’s idea of how Jesus ‘fulfilled’ prophecy. This is not so much ‘making it come true’ as ‘making the words mean more than they did before’. Whereas in Isaiah ‘Immanuel/ God with us’ had the meaning of God being on our side, in this passage, Matthew is showing that God is actually with us now, in this child, Jesus.
The focus here is on Joseph and his actions. At the time of Jesus’ birth, marriage was a two-stage process. The bride was pledged to the husband and then followed a time of ‘getting to know each other’. (This could include co-habitation, particularly if the families wanted to be reassured that the couple was fertile.) Only then would families make formal contracts, giving the woman financial protection if the couple split or she was widowed. So, Joseph was well within his rights to call off the engagement – his betrothed wife was pregnant and not by him! Mary was particularly vulnerable because she would leave the marriage shamed, with nothing except a child to raise. Joseph’s name and dreams link him with the Joseph of Genesis, whose dreams led him to take the people into Egypt to protect them, just as this Joseph will later do for the child Jesus. The name Jesus was not uncommon and means ‘God saves’ or ‘God is our salvation’

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Sometimes just ‘doing the right thing’ can seem very harsh. On finding out that Mary was pregnant (and knowing he wasn’t the father), Joseph was perfectly justified in calling off the engagement, according to the customs of the time. But that would have meant casting out Mary with practically nothing and exposing her to public humiliation. Instead, in a dream, the angel shows Joseph a more merciful way and this allows the birth of the Saviour into a protective family. Is this an example of what it means to ‘Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)? How can we do justice with mercy? How does that help God be with us and us with God?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· How would you describe the feeling of being with someone who knows and loves you?
· What does ‘Emmanuel’ (God is with us), mean to you?
· What steps could you take to know God better in the week ahead?
 
 
Prayer
We praise you, Almighty God, for walking with us through Advent.
We praise and thank you:
that you have guided us and shown us the way;
that you have revealed yourself in the expected and unexpected;
that you have been balm to our pain and companion in our joy;
that we have seen prophecies fulfilled, promises upheld;
that we have glimpsed hope in the desperate times;
that in death there is life, where there is loss there is gain;
that tears of sadness can be transformed to tears of joy.
We praise you for the greatness of your transforming power.
And, as we wait for Christmas Day, we shout:
Come, Jesus, be with us.
Amen.
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