Reflection on 2 Peter 1.16-21
Begin with an opening prayer
Lord, we want to see your glory!
Help us to be prepared to meet you,
to experience those places
where we can hear your voice
and see your radiance.
Make us open to recognising you,
that we may treasure your presence.
Give us the strength of faith
to share our joy with others,
that they too may know themselves
to be loved by you.
Amen.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
2 Peter 1: 16-21
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”[b] 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.
19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

Canonically, this passage from 2 Peter 1 is a great memory shared by a key witness and apostle. However, there are a range of questions surrounding the authorship of this text and, therefore, its validity as a testimony to a historical event.
But given that 2 Peter 1 is in general agreement with the synoptic accounts of the transfiguration, there is no reason that we should not take it at face value, regardless of who wrote it. It is likely that Peter would have talked about this experience as it must have shaped his understanding of Jesus in a profound and powerful way. So, these verses could be authentic Petrine material slotted into the letter at this point to support the more general teaching about the second coming of Jesus, which is a key theme of the letter.
There is a strong claim to eyewitness testimony here that is to be seen as a beacon of light in dark times that demands our attention until the Lord returns. Furthermore, this historical event underpins the prophetic word that the Lord will return, a word not dreamed up by people but revealed by God through his Spirit just as Jesus’ glory had been revealed on the mountain. Some in the first century doubted or denied the parousia (Second Coming) of Jesus, but it is a key theme of various New Testament texts. The reference in verse 19 to ‘the morning star rises in your hearts’ is a reference to the second coming. The claim in this passage is that part of the reason the Early Church consistently taught the parousia was due to the transfiguration, the revelation of the glory of Jesus and confirmation of his appointment as Messiah tasked with bringing all opposition to God under his feet. This also explains the allusion here to Psalm 2, a psalm used at the enthronement of Israel’s kings.
There is a weighty claim that what the author says here is a prophecy inspired by the Holy Spirit and therefore demands our attention
 
 Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Explore the transfiguration story through its principal characters; what does each tell us about what exactly happened? Consider the characters in the order Matthew’s account does: What happened to Jesus? Why were Moses and Elijah there? Why did Peter think it appropriate to build booths for everyone? Does what God says clarify who Jesus is? It is possible that the key moment is afterwards when Jesus tells his friends not to be afraid: what did they have to fear? There is so much detail here and each reveals something important about God.
 Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· How important is it to see things with your own eyes?
· In what ways have you experienced God’s presence?
· How might you describe these experiences to someone who is skeptical about faith?
 
A prayer to end the Bible study
God of all creation,
radiant with the light of your glory,
let us know that, like your Son Jesus,
we too are marked by your love and the focus of your delight.
Lead us to places of encounter, open our eyes to your glory,
and inspire us to tell others of your love.
Amen.
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