Reflection on 1 Peter 2:2-10 - There’s a place for you
Begin with an opening prayer
Creator God,
you have made a place for us
full of love and acceptance.
You guide us to be your people
through Jesus who shows the way.
Bless us, with your truth,
to live life in all its fullness.
Amen.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.

1 Peter 2: 2-10
2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
    a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
    will never be put to shame.” 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone,” 
8 and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
    and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

Who are God’s people? In his ﬁrst chapter, Peter described them as people of hope, faith and love (1:3,5,8), called to holy lives (1:15) as beﬁts people saved by Christ (1:9). These verses in chapter two explore the consequences of a new beginning in an extraordinary range of images, taking us from new-born babies (v.2) to a royal priesthood (v.9).
Peter cites Psalm 34:8, ‘O taste and see that the Lord is good’, and links the image to a baby craving milk to fuel its rapid growth. This focus on individual salvation quickly shifts to a picture of community, where each ‘living stone’ has its appointed place in the temple held together by Christ the cornerstone. Peter also borrows this image from the Old Testament (Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22), but his hearers would pick up additional resonances. Around the time this letter was written, the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans after a long siege, and the tradition of sacriﬁce in Judaism ended. Peter tells his hearers that God is building them into a new temple, where people can meet God through spiritual sacriﬁces of prayer, service and worship, offered by a royal priesthood, a holy nation. This language borrows from Exodus 19:6, where God sets Israel apart. It is a stunning claim. Christians from Gentile and Jewish backgrounds become both the temple and its priests, standing in the gap between nonbelievers and God. They maintain the tradition of sacriﬁce to proclaim God’s forgiveness, salvation and love. Peter emphasises that every Christian is needed in this living-stone network of God’s people. Recalling Hosea’s re-naming of his children (Hosea 1:6,8) and Isaiah’s image of people in darkness seeing the great light (Isaiah 9:2), Peter concludes that this new identity is given for the purpose of proclamation – they must share the good news of the mighty acts of God.
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Entering a disused church can be dispiriting. Once, prayer and worship were alive there, and now all that is left are dry stones. People recognise the palpable difference once the worshipping community has moved on. Christian community can’t be a static ‘temple’. Peter points out that the living stones become a royal priesthood, evoking the image of a church alive with a spirit of worship and service where God’s love comes to life.
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What happens when a team works together and supports one another?
· How can we ensure that church is a place where everyone feels they belong?
· What will you do this week with the support of Jesus the Cornerstone and the ‘precious stones’ in your church community?
 
 A prayer to end 
Go out with the confidence that God has a place for you,
trusting Jesus to show the way,
enabled by the Spirit to live and serve.
Amen.
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