Reflection on 1 Peter 3:13-22 – Sharing your hope
Begin with an opening prayer
God of hope,
thank you for the hope given in Jesus.
Thank you for the hope inspired by the Spirit.
Thank you for the hope shared when your people gather.
Amen.

Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
 1 Peter 3: 13-22
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats[; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 

Bible notes

How should Christians live? What are the responsibilities of God’s people? Peter leads us into these reﬂections in verses 10-12 with a quotation from Psalm 34:12-18, and today’s reading meditates on those verses in the form of midrash, a Jewish approach to Scripture that aims to draw out its meaning for the present.

The quotation sets the broad context: held in God’s care, we can choose to live right. Peter’s midrash turns to the question, ‘What happens when things go wrong?’ It is likely that he is responding to a situation where Christians were facing persecution, especially in Rome where this letter may have been written. His directions are simple: know who deserves respect. Drawing on Isaiah 8:12 and Jesus’ own teaching (e.g. Matthew 10:26-33), he advises his hearers not to fear hostility but to recognise Christ’s all-embracing authority.

Peter’s own past meant that he was aware of how fear can lead to aggression and violence (John 18:10). He encourages his hearers to practice gentle respect, even towards those who abuse them (v.16), recognising that this will give authentic attraction to their account of their faith and hope. In this way they can imitate Christ, who was silent before his persecutors.

Peter mentions ‘the hope that is in us’, and in verse 18 he develops this by painting a picture of Christ’s journey through death to life with God. The patterning of the Greek text suggests that this may have been part of a hymn. Scholars differ over the interpretation of ‘the spirits held in prison’. Perhaps the point is that if even the spirits are set free through Christ’s preaching, how much more are Peter’s hearers partners in Christ’s journey through the death and rebirth of their baptism, which reconciles them to God?

The ﬁnal verse of today’s reading acclaims Jesus in ways that resonate beautifully at Ascensiontide.
 

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
What are you hoping for? Sometimes our answers will be low-key: enough money to sort out the washing machine, a decent night’s sleep. Other times our answers are enormous: world peace, a solution to climate change, the restoration of a broken relationship. All can seem utterly inaccessible in a struggling world.
Christian hope invites the people of God to recognise that God’s action in Christ has changed the world at every level, and to share that hope with others.
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· Have you ever had something really exciting you’ve wanted to tell people about?
· Does the idea of ‘sharing your hope’ fill you with joy or dread (or indifference)? Why?
· What might be a good conversation starter to prompt a gentle and respectful conversation about faith?
 

A prayer to end 
When we are troubled... God is our hope.
When our faith is challenged… God is our hope.
When life is tough… God is our hope.
Let us go share God’s love in the world because…
God is our hope.
Amen.
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