Reflection on Matthew 10:24-39 – No compromise
Begin with an opening prayer
Lord, you went to the cross for us.  You did not change your mind on the way.  Lead us to know you and trust you so deeply that we do not change our minds when we choose to follow you.  Amen.

Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Matthew 10: 24-39
24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!
26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed or hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.
34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn
“‘a man against his father,
    a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
36     a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.


Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

Jesus has commissioned the twelve disciples to proclaim the good news. In a major teaching block, he instructs them about mission strategies and priorities. He is realistic in anticipating trouble but encourages the disciples by reminding them that their lives are of great value to God (v.31).
Jesus returns to the theme of false accusations (v.24), recalling 5:11-12. He acknowledges the pressure to abandon the faith but warns that to do so is to risk complete loss. He sets the disciples’ resistance in an eschatological context, helping them see that their commitment will save them from destruction (v.28). If they entrust their lives to God, nothing can separate them from his love (cf. Romans 8:38-39). He will acknowledge them as his own, as someone might acknowledge a child as part of the family.
Jesus is creating his own family as he builds his disciple group. These household ties outweigh the commitments of the birth family (12:49-50). Families can become toxic (cf. Micah 7:6), but God is eternally dependable. In a family-based society, Jesus recognises this is controversial, but he places central value on loyalty to God as mediated through himself. This is expressed as the marginalised lifestyle of someone who ‘takes up the cross’. This phrase would have had far more shock value in Jesus’ time than today. Crucifixion was, literally, an unspeakable death, and Jesus’ explicit use of the image must have deeply disturbed his hearers. He is uncompromising in his honesty regarding what discipleship means and expects similar commitment from his disciples. He concludes this section of teaching with a proverb about losing and finding life, used also in rabbinic texts, comforting and strengthening his disciples in their loyalty to him.

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Politicians and leaders often make stirring speeches to encourage or rouse their supporters. Perhaps the most famous is the speech from Winston Churchill during WW2. On 4 June 1940, he encouraged the country with the words: ‘…we shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end. … whatever the cost may be.’ Jesus knew that the disciples would face many difficulties in following him. Perhaps this speech is to rally them and warn them of the cost that it would be. In what ways can we rally one another as we keep going with following Jesus?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What happens if you cross the line?
· Why do you think Jesus is so insistent that people decide one way or another if they are his followers?
· This week, how can you cement the idea that we are all precious to God?
 
Prayer
We thank you, Lord Jesus, that we are a people of your Word.
We have the blueprint for how to live our lives.
We have the promise that if we lose our life for your sake we will find it.
It’s difficult to understand, but we are ready to trust you.
We share in fellowship together and go forth strengthened.
Help us to know when to speak words of peace.
And when to refuse to compromise.
Amen.
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