Reflection on Exodus 14:19-31 – Go with God
Begin with an opening prayer
God who created the world,
we gather here from many places,
be with us here.
God who saves us,
we bring our fears and our questions,
guide us and protect us.
Uniting God, we come as pilgrims to journey together.
Let us know you here as we journey with you.
Amen.

Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Exodus 14: 19-31
19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.
23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”
26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.
29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 30 That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes
After Passover, Pharaoh finally permitted the Israelites to leave Egypt, but upon learning that the people had left, he changed his mind again. Pursuing the Israelites, Pharaoh’s army ‘overtook them’ (14:9). God had led the Israelites with cloud and fire ‘by the roundabout way of the wilderness’ (13:18) and told Moses to ‘Tell the Israelites to turn back and camp’ by the sea (14:1). This is war and the fleeing slaves are described as ‘the army of Israel’ (14:20). The ruthless worldly kingdom of Pharaoh is to be defeated so that not only the Israelites but also the Egyptians will know that ‘the Lord is fighting for them’ (14:25).
Just as God had told Moses at the burning bush that he would harden Pharaoh’s heart as part of his plan to display his glory (4:21), once again, we hear that God ‘will harden Pharaoh’s heart… so that I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh’ (14:4). Pharaoh’s treacherous actions are part of the display of God’s sovereignty, but we are also told that Pharaoh has responsibility in these actions. He himself ‘hardened his heart, and would not listen to’ Moses and Aaron (8:15). God destroyed the Egyptian army only because Pharaoh sent the heavy chariots, with their horses and drivers, into the waves. God also turned the sea into dry land, making way for the deliverance of the Israelites. We also see that Moses and the Israelites had to act for God’s plan to come to fruition, as they walked in faith through the parted waters.
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
When learning to drive in a big city, navigating roundabouts can be tricky. When judging when it was safe to move out onto a roundabout in the middle or left-hand lane (when driving on the left), one driving instructor told new learners to ‘go with’ the vehicle to their right. Although it would block their vision, this vehicle acted as a shield to the oncoming traffic and should only be pulling out if it was clear. In Exodus, God went as a pillar of cloud or fire, both guiding the Israelites and shielding them from the approaching Egyptian army. What might it look like for us to take our cues from God and be shielded by him in our lives?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· Would you be willing to walk on this bridge (Zhangjiajie Grand Canyon Glass Bridge, China)?
· When have you stepped out in faith?
· How can you encourage others on their journey with God this week?
 
 Prayer to end
	Blessed are you forever, God.
	You are with us every step of the way:
	raising us up, cheering us on, guiding us,
	shaping us, teaching us and drawing us closer to you.
	With the dawn chorus of the waking birds
	and the sparkling of the evening stars,
	we will always praise and worship you.
	Ready to follow wherever you lead.
	In Jesus’ name.
	Amen.
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