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So we face another vacancy for a
new Rector. Before we all jump

to conclusions about the sort of
person we need, it might be
instructive to consider Steve’s
achievements amongst us, then
how we can move forward from
where he has left off.

I have had the great privilege of
working with 4 Rectors over my
20+ years in the Exe Valley. I have
seen their joys in ministry but I have
also seen their frustrations and
difficult times and it is probably true
to say that the latter outnumber the
former. We must all ask “Why is
this?” Why have all these Rectors,
and indeed many of the Team
Vicars working with them, found
some of their time in the Exe Valley
so difficult to cope with?

Of course we are not alone in this -
many rural clergy find ministry quite
a strain and it is a sad fact that the
number of stipendiary clergy taking
time off with stress related
problems is far too high. Neither is
this a modern experience. In our
current studies, in Paul’s second
letter to Timothy, we find the
Apostle in some sadness, even
despair, over such things as
disloyalty amongst church members,
false teaching infecting the faithful
and church officers leaving the faith.
Indeed, the Apostle warns his young
disciple Timothy that suffering is
going to be part of his experience if
he remains faithful to the Gospel.

As we prepare for a time of vacancy
and then, hopefully, for another
Rector to be willing to take up the
reigns, it is incumbent upon us all
to seek to make Parish life here in
the Exe Valley workable. We are 9
parishes and we each have our own
PCC, so   that  results in  something
like 36 PCC meetings a year,
demonstrating the impossibility of
attending more than a selection.
Also we will have to look at the
number of services that each parish
holds, currently totalling up to 28 a
month - the Rector is responsible
for the content and preaching in
each service, how can we make
that task possible?

Steve has taken some brave steps
towards making the Rector’s job
more manageable. He has asked us
to limit the number of services each
parish church holds. Steve has also
set up for us the situation in which
we may invite children and adults
who are not used to church, to
come and worship and hear the
Gospel & the Bible explained week
by week, in a non “churchy”
atmosphere, remembering that “the
Church is the only organisation that

exists for the benefit of its non-
members”. It is great to see that
some are taking advantage of this
opportunity at EVC.

I am sure that Steve would be the
first to admit that he has not always
got things right - which of us has
never made a mistake? For some
of us, his changes have been too
rapid and too extreme. For others
his attempts to point out the
difference between a “Status Quo”
Christianity and the transforming
Gospel of the Bible, have been a
little abrupt but nevertheless he
has succeeded in making this
contrast.  It is now up to us to move
forward from this point. Maybe
there has been too little emphasis
upon village and parish life, which
is important to all of us, but again
how can we achieve this whilst
making the Rector’s job feasible?

So as we pray for Steve & Sarah in
their new sphere of work in
Fremington, let us be encouraged
to build on Steve’s legacy, and
endeavour to make the new
Rector’s job not only possible but
also fulfilling, to the Glory of our
great God and Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ

John Roberts

RURAL
MINISTRY
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EDITORIAL
NEW BEGINNINGS

At a time when many of our readers are
unwell,  suffering from chronic pain or

sad bereavement, it seems inappropriate
to say “Happy New Year” to you all.
Instead, may we just say that we hope the
new year will bring you “comfort and joy”.
Now that the snowdrops and daffodils are
beginning to brighten our gardens, may
they also lift your spirits ~ and strengthen
your hopes for 2015.

There will be changes ahead within all our
Parishes but everyone is working hard to
protect the future of our churches and if
we all pull together, we will successfully
move forward into a new chapter for the
Exe Valley Mission Community.

Jenny and Geoff

JOHN ROBERTS’ ROLE
DURING THE INTERREGNUM

After discussion with John and with the
agreement of Bishop Nick, the

following role has been agreed:

John’s main responsibility will be for Exe
Valley Central.  He will be responsible for
the organisation and setting up of EVC
each Sunday, including inviting preachers.
He may lead up to two further services a
month, once EVC is seen to be stable. He
will also oversee the development of a
steering Group for EVC.

John will also be responsible for the
organisation and running of weekly Home
Groups, Lent Groups etc.

John’s involvement with occasional
services will be at his discretion. If
available, he will normally officiate at the
weddings, baptisms or funerals of regular
church members, but not normally at other
occasional services.

THE EXE VALLEY
MISSION COMMUNITY
Calverleigh, Cruwys Morchard,
Loxbeare, Oakford, Rackenford,

Stoodleigh, Templeton,
Washfield and Withleigh

www.exevalleychurches.org

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
Paul and Elizabeth Iliff

6 Southfield Way
Tiverton EX16 5AJ.

Tel: (01884) 253473
pe.iliff@tiv.eclipse.co.uk
Not Fridays PLEASE !!

NON STIPENDIARY MINISTER
Rev’d John Roberts

East Sidborough, Loxbeare,
Tiverton EX16 8DA.

Tel: (01884) 256302
john@sidborough.eclipse.co.uk

READER
Mrs Anna Hansford

The Paddock,
2 Kensington Court,

Washfield,Tiverton,EX16 9QU
Tel: (01884) 253463

hansfordam@john-lewis.com

MAGAZINE EDITORS
Jenny & Geoff Parnell

Keepers Cottage,
 Lower Washfield,

 Tiverton, EX16 9PF
Tel: (01884) 254402

KeeperscottageLW@aol.com

ADVERTISEMENTS
Derek McManus

Meadow Gate, Loxbeare,
Tiverton, EX16 9RH

Tel: (01884) 881492
deegee.m@talktalk.net

The views expressed in this
 publication are not necessarily

those of its readers

Local Family Run Business
All Areas Covered

Oil Fired Heating Technician

Meadow View Farm ~ Templeton ~ Tiverton

Servicing from £55

CHURCHWARDEN CONTACT DETAILS
Calverleigh

Aubrey Goldsworthy 01884 255248
Jackie Herniman 01884 255814

jmherniman@talktalk.net
Cruwys Morchard

Diana Vincent 01363 860227
Loxbeare

Ron Tidball  01884 881362
margaretandrontidball@hotmail.co.uk

Oakford
Mike Boynton   01398 351383

mboynton@btinternet.com
Rackenford

Herbert Smith  01884 881375
Mary Cann  01884 881696
marycann@btinternet.com

Stoodleigh
Margaret Cuningham  01398 351252
margaret.cuningham@btinternet.com

John Fewings 01398 351328
johnfewings@btinternet.com

Templeton
Jan Heptinstall  01884 255399

Jan.Heptinstall@BTOpenworld com
Washfield

Jeanne Jones  01884 254306
Withleigh

Brenda Tucker 01884 252431
e-mail: tucks@btconnect.com

Paul Iliff  01884 253473
pe.iliff@tiv.eclipse.co.uk

CHILDREN’S
GROUPS

EXE VALLEY TODDLERS
(For under 5ives)

Friday mornings during Term-time
at Calverleigh Village Hall

10 am - 12 noon
Toys, snacks, songs and more !!

For more information contact
Liz Heywood on 01884  881583

    You can also find  us on Facebook f
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John will undertake such evangelistic
and pastoral visiting as from time to
time seems appropriate. He will also
attend Churchwardens’ meetings, and
any PCC meetings that he feels
necessary.

John will undertake such other
initiatives as shall from time to time
seem appropriate, for instance being a

“facilitator” for holiday Club etc.

Steve Goodbody

NATURE NOTES

There is nothing more wonderful in the
world of Nature than trees. There

cannot be a day that goes by without me
taking in a single majestic specimen or
a woodland that has spread its cloak
over the gentle Devon hills. Trees
immediately take on the mood of the day
whether gaily tossing their heads in a
Summer breeze or fighting back against
the gales of Autumn or forming dark
skeletal silhouettes on a high skyline in
Winter.

It is amazing to think that some British
trees are over 1000 years old and
although Britain is less covered by trees
than our Continental neighbours we can
at least claim that ours are perhaps the
most ancient. The oldest will usually be
found as a lonely figure, and though
fungi may have eaten away the heart of
them [making estimates of actual age
difficult], as observers we are never in
doubt of their venerability. I do not claim
to be a tree hugger but certainly, deep
emotions are evoked and imaginations
wander, in the presence of something
that may have seen both Queens
Elizabeth.

It is therefore something of a shock
when I find that some trees in the private
landscape of my past are no longer
there. For instance in the ‘Beech Walk’

 – an adjacent road to my childhood
home

 – the old oak [the one and only tree on
this road] no longer stands. Like the
avenue of trees that must have lined this
road to the countryside during its
creation, it too has fallen to advancing
suburbia.

But suburban trees also stay in my
memory and I can still see the blossoms
of cherry, lilac and shocking laburnum,
as well as the smell of the sap of the
impossible to climb poplars. Surely no-
one would arbitrarily fell a tree and I
have only ever met one person who did
not appreciate trees. A Texan work
colleague of long ago complained in all
seriousness, that he did not like the
landscapes of Britain because “you
could not see the scenery for the trees”.

I wish he could have seen the trees of
Knightshayes, where even the fallen
victims add a defiant magnificence to
the rolling hillsides. These prostrate
lords of the manor remind me that the
RHS and Kew issued a definitive and
greatly updated method for tree planting
following lessons learned after the
hurricane of 1987. I have yet to witness
anyone in the real world following this
guidance. If you are in any doubt of
when is the best time to plant a tree, the
answer is “twenty years ago”.

Thomas More

CALVERLEIGH

On 9 November our Communion
Service started with a two minute

silence in remembrance of all those who
lost their lives in the two world wars.
Revd Steff Jeffs from Tiverton led the
service. The poppies and laurel leaves

on the altar and stand were so in
keeping with the day.

22 November was the day of our annual
Autumn Fayre. The hall was warm and
cheery with plenty of bargains on sale.
There was quite a good crowd and the
smell of bacon butties and homemade
soup greeted you on arrival. It was great
to see so many familiar faces, not only
from Calverleigh but from some of the
other villages in the Exe Valley and
Tiverton. We wish to thank everyone
who came and supported us and all
those who worked so hard to make the
event so successful once again. We
raised £900 for our church funds.

We send our love and sympathy to the
Holder family on the death of Alan
Holder. Alan had been ill for a few
months but sadly died on 26 November.
His funeral service took place here in
Calverleigh Church on 16 December and
he was laid to rest in the Churchyard.

Many of us from Calverleigh attended
the Group Service at Rackenford on 30
November. It was encouraging to have
such a good response.

On 7 December we held our first Sunday
morning informal get together in the
Church as we had no planned service
for that day. Over 20 people gathered
between 10 and 11 o’clock for coffee,
biscuits  and mince pies - which was
very encouraging. We all managed to
get around and speak to our neighbours
and friends and discuss any topic we
wished. It was a very relaxing time and
enjoyed by all. We shall certainly be
doing this again.

Our Christingle Service was very well
attended, with over 50 people joining us
for this popular service, which was led
by Nikki Burton. We have to thank

Doreen Venn for very kindly providing
our Christingles and the Goldsworthy

.

continued overleaf

CanDo4U
Home Maintenance

* Dripping tap? Need a Curtain pole or Shelf ?

* Painting (interior & exterior)

 * Lawn mowing & general gardening help

* Small maintenance work & help with
         all of those little jobs around the home

 * Local & reliable service
If you need a job doing, call

CanDo4U  and speak to Mike

01884 251783 or 07866 429896
for the odd job or regular visits

PARISH ROUND-UP

 PARISH ROUND-UP
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family for making them. Refreshments
were served after the service.

Our Church was full with nearly 100
people for our Carol Service on 20
December. The Church looked so
inviting with all the Christmas
arrangements, crib and Christmas tree -
and it was warm. Thank you Aubrey for
leading this service and thanks also go
to the choir, the readers and to those
who supplied mince pies etc., which
were consumed with tea/coffee after the
service.

Christmas Day saw around 40 people
gather for our Communion Service
which was taken by Revd Ken Blythe.
We were pleased to have 4 young
children joining us.

Joan and Gerald Blackmore wish to
thank everyone for all their cards and
good wishes on the occasion of their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 24
December. Gerald also wishes to thank
everyone for their good wishes on his
80th  birthday. They were overwhelmed
by the amount of good wishes and they
say "Thank you very much".

The Loxbeare and Calverleigh Carol
Singers did their usual rounds, on 3
nights before Christmas. They did so
well, they raised £655.14 for the Ebola
Crisis and they have to be admired as
there were so few of them. Perhaps next
year more people would like to join them.

The gifts left under the Christmas Tree
for CHAT have now been delivered to
them, and they are very grateful for our
donation.

There has been so much illness around
this Christmas nearly everyone has had
one ailment or another. Let us hope that
everyone is now on the mend. Look

forward to the spring; we already have
clumps of snowdrops in flower!!

The PCC meet on 10 February at Blue
Cedars, the home of Derek and Mary
Herniman.

CRUWYS
MORCHARD

At the end of January we officially say
“Good Bye” to Steve and Sarah. As I

write, Steve is still not 100% fit as it is
taking him rather longer than expected
to recover from his operation. As you
probably know, his final service is to be
in Templeton Village Hall at 11am, on
Sunday 25 January. His main focus over
his last weeks with us, will be
preparation for the interregnum and for
his successor as Rector.

CHRISTINGLE  SERVICE
We were pleased to see a full Church for
our Christingle Service on the Sunday
before Christmas. Thank you to all who
decorated the Church, read the lessons,
made the Christingles, provided the
refreshments, and a special thank you
to all the children who dressed up and
acted the Nativity story so well. It was
lovely to see so many of you taking part.
A big thank you to every one who
brought food for CHAT.  This will be put
in their stores for distribution to those
locally who are in need of it. CHAT, also
provide collection boxes in the
supermarkets for anyone who would like
to continue to give throughout the year.

THE GROUP SERVICE was on Sunday
28 December. It was very nice to
welcome so many members from the
Exe Valley parishes to our church and

share coffee and refreshments with
them after the service. Many thanks to
Keith Gale for taking the service.

FLOWER and CLEANING ROTA
January 19 / 26 - Judith Taylor and
Anne Gillbard
February 2 / 9 -     Sonia Notley
February 16 / 23 -  Denyse Standen
March 2 / 9  -                Lorna Warren
March 16 / 23 -      Carol Chisholm

and Jackie Mitchell
March 30  - DECORATORS FOR
                                         EASTER
April 6 / 13 - Sue and Pauline Guscott

STOVE  ROTA
January - Mr M Trick
February - Mr G Cruwys
March     - Mr J Lake
Please light the church stove on
Saturday (morning if possible) If you are
unable to, please contact: Cindy on
01363 866621 or Diana on 01363
860227

YOUNG FARMERS
Congratulations to William Palmer who
has been awarded a travel scholarship
from Devon YFC; a tall ship sailing
adventure departing from Brixham in
August. The Club are making good use
of the Parish Hall as they have been
rehearsing their pantomime in
readiness for the Exe Valley Group
competition taking place in February.
Good luck to them. They are holding a
Bingo evening on 28 February at the
Parish Hall starting at 8.00 pm. Their
chosen charities of the year are MIND
and the new building for Devon YFC.
Everyone welcome. The Club meet on
the first Tuesday every month at
7.30pm at the Parish Hall. Please come
along if you are interested in joining
young farmers.

         L. C. MORGAN CONSTRUCTION
 (Oakford)

ALL GENERAL BUILDING PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN
Specialists in Grade II listed buildings,
 Traditional builds,  Renovations and

 Insurance  Repairs (e.g. storm damage)
 Over 25 years experience
 Local references available

Please call for free advice and an estimate
01398 351496 / 07961 122749

Andy Smith
Plastering & Carpentry

Home:   01363 860247
Mobile:  07803601796

Email: andysmith66@hotmail.com
The Cottage, Pennymoor Tiverton

STUART HAGLEY
GENERAL BUILDING

and Maintenance
For a Quote

Contact Stuart on 01884 881487
or 07926 291 442

Rackenford, Tiverton
email: stuarthagley@btinternet.com

RENEWABLES

Tel: 07545 241302

www.djhrenewables.co.uk

Get paid for the
electricity you

produce

Ashley Park Farm,
  Seven Crosses, Tiverton,

  Devon, EX16 5NW
  Tel: 01884 258481

  Mobile :  07933 796954

Extensions, Roofing,
Plastering,  Painting,

Patios and Drives,
Plumbing, Stone Walls,
Listed Building Works,

Lime Plaster Cob

G P Stuckey
General Builder

PARISH ROUND-UP
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PARISH  HALL
The Parish Hall Annual General Meeting
will be held on Tuesday 17 March 2015
at 8.00 pm at the Parish Hall. All
welcome to attend.
Saturday 28 March Pink Bingo, in the
Parish Hall for Breast Cancer at
7.30pm for 8.00pm. Enquiries 01884
860620

BELL RINGING We would like to thank
the bell ringers for ringing before our
Sunday services. They continue to
practice every Monday evening at
7.30pm

CRUWYS MORCHARD – GOT
                                  TALENT FINAL
Saturday 7 March at 7.00pm in the
Parish Hall
Proceeds to Cancer Charities
Tickets £6 adults, £3 children
Enquiries ring Jackie 01363 866 751

DON’T BE SHY,  YOU HAVE GOT
                    TALENT, COME ALONG
Auditions on Saturday 31 January from
2.30pm until 6.30pm at Pennymoor
Congregational Chapel.
Two categories, under 16 and over 16
Prize money for over 16 winners . Open
to all parishioners born or living in the
parish. All auditions to Jackie by 28
January. Call 01363 866751 or email
wackyjacks@btinternet.com
Tickets for the final will be on sale after
10 February.
The show needs you.

CONGREGATIONAL  CHAPEL
Sunday 1 February Puppet Church at
4.30pm
Saturday 7 February Pennymoor Pop-In
11.00 – 12.30pm Coffee morning with
Valentine Cards and Crafts for Sale.
Tuesday 17 February Holiday at Home is
Pennymoor Pancakes, fun for everyone.

Sunday 1 March Family Service at
4.30pm
Saturday 7 March Pennymoor Pop-In
11.00- 12.30pm Coffee Morning
Monday 30 March Holiday at Home
Easter Eggcitement, games,
chocolate eggs, crafts and tea party,
followed by 6-8pm FAMILY FILM NIGHT.

CHURCH YARD MOWING
I would like to thank all those who so
generously give their time and energy to
mowing our church yard throughout the
year. It always looks lovely.

FUTURE EVENTS
February 10 Ladies Committee meeting
7.30pm at the Cruwys Arms
February 17 Church PCC meeting in
Wringsland House at 7.30pm

March 7 Jumble Sale at the Parish Hall
March 10 Church AGM in Church at
7.30pm
March 15 Mothering Sunday
March 29 Palm Sunday, this is a fifth
Sunday and we join with the
Congregational Chapel.

Sunday 5 April  EASTER  SUNDAY
There are already Hot Cross buns in
Morrisons!!

Please watch out for Service
changes during the interregnum.

BARN DANCE
MC John Ridd and band "Friendly Folk"
ran a Barn Dance at the new Cruwys
Morchard Parish Hall. It was very well
attended by over 50 people.  The group
has moved here from Bampton helped
by Steve and Diney Dyer and was a
great success, with a cafe atmosphere.
Hopefully this will become a monthly
event on the first Friday of the month.
Do come, BYOB and snacks. I forgot
ours, but there was plenty to go round.

The Parish Library
A big thank you for everyone who has so
kindly given me books for it, I would be
very grateful for any more. Please bring
them to Wringsland House and not
straight to the church as there is very
limited space there. The Royal British
Legion, (under the old town hall,) would
be very pleased to have any books we
do not have room for as they have a
very busy bring and borrow library.

We would like to welcome Claire and
Allan Miller who have recently moved
into the parish.

DANCE TEACHER needed to take new
morning adult dance classes in Cruwys
Morchard. Ballet, tap, jazz, Zumba, etc.
Please contact Diney on
01363 860048 or
diney@mailbox.uk.com

LOXBEARE

A Happy New Year to everyone and
trust you experienced the wonder of

Christmas time as we celebrated the
birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Here
in Loxbeare we began the Christmas
Celebrations with our Christingle
Service on the 7 December taken by
John.  Linda explained the meaning of
the Christingle with the children who,
then made them during the service and
distributed them to everyone present in
the last hymn.  Thank you to those who
helped.

Our Carol Service again taken by John
was on 21 December, with many taking
part.  Linda did a lovely slot with the
children and they sang Away in a
Manger.  The offering of £138 went to

PARISH ROUND-UP

Handmade curtains, pelmets,
blinds, quilts, bed valances

Poles and tracks supplied and fitted
Traditional custom made sofas,

chairs and headboards -
made to your own specifications
Loose covers and re-upholstery

All made in our own workshop

M N ROSE
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Oil, Gas & LPG
Installations

Bathrooms and Tiling
Oil boiler servicing & repairs

Trading for over 25 years

01884 860971 - 07702032409

Nomansland
Tiverton

good west country food and friendly
service

● weddings
● parties
● fundraising events
● shabby chic afternoon teas

with vintage china
● paella evenings ~ new for 2014

for more details see
www.tivertonsausage.co.uk

 or contact judith on
01363 860056 / 07970590352

e-mail judith@tivertonsausage.co.uk

tiverton sausage
company catering for events

using locally produced
and sourced food

Interior design service, space planning, colour
co-ordination, wallpapers, paints and an
extensive range of quality and exciting

fabrics and trimmings at all prices.

                    continued overleaf
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Children's Hospice South West.  The
Christmas Day Service was well
attended with many favourite carols
sung and readings followed by
Communion.  The service was taken by
John.

The Carol Singers covered Loxbeare &
Calverleigh homes during the three
evenings 20,22,24 December.   A
wonderful total of £650 was collected,
to be sent to the Ebola Disaster
Committee.  A big thank you to everyone
who sang, provided supper on the three
nights and to all who gave so generously.

It is with sadness that we say goodbye
to Steve & Sarah Goodbody this month.
Steve & Sarah's last service will be on
January 25 at E.V.C Templeton at
11.00am.   We thank Steve for his
ministry among us, for thought
provoking and instructive Bible Studies
and faithfulness to God's calling.  For
Sarah's help, love and future ministry
and that Steve will have a complete
recovery from illness.

On   Ash   Wednesday,    Loxbeare   will
be hosting a Mission Community
Communion Service  in  the  Church  on
18 February at 7.30pm.
Mothering Sunday, 15 March will be in
the Village Hall with the Service
commencing at approx. 10.30am.  This
will be preceded by a full English
Breakfast from 9.30am, cooked by the
men.  Do come and join us.

The Woman's Bible Study Group
continues to meet alternate Tuesdays at
Christine Weatherley’s, Churchill House
Loxbeare from 2.00-4.00pm.   From
January 27 we are starting a new series
using a study guide entitled ‘Promises
kept, the whole story of the Bible’ - an
overview of the Bible.   A great
opportunity to learn, share and relax
over a cup of tea!  All ladies welcome.
For more information contact Marion on
01884 256302.

A PCC Meeting was held on 8 January in
the Village Hall and the next meeting will
be the A.P.C.M after the evening service.
The Electoral Roll needs to be
completely revised and everyone
wishing to remain or be added to the

Roll needs to apply.  Please contact
Marion Roberts on 01884 256302 for
forms.

Our thoughts and sympathy are with
Janice Page and family on the death of
Jack, he will be missed from the village,
and also to anyone else who has
recently lost loved ones.  Our thoughts
and prayers are with all who are
undergoing treatment and all who have
been unwell recently with many suffering
from colds and flu etc.  We hope you will
soon be feeling better.

A belated goodbye to Sarah Rice, Jack &
Olivia who have moved into Tiverton.
Also Jenny Pack who moved from
Loxbeare just before Christmas having
lived in the village for approx. 35 years.
You will be greatly missed but we look
forward to continuing contact and
friendship with you all and welcome you
back to many events in Loxbeare and
Services in the Church.  We welcome
Hannah and Henry into the village and
hope you will soon settle and be happy
in your new home.  Congratulations to
Maurice and Marlene Taylor on the birth
of a great grandson to Amy (John &
Pam's Daughter) born on December 23.

At the time of writing we are planning a
farewell ‘bring and share’ tea and
presentation from the Church & Village
for Pauline Cowdero, who left Loxbeare
in December to take up residence in
Castlegrove, Bampton.  We are hoping
this will take place in the Village Hall on
Sunday 18 January at 3.00pm.  Pauline
was our oldest member and we will miss
her greatly and thank her again for all
she has done in the Church and Village.
We pray she will soon settle and be
happy in her new home.

The Christmas Fayre held on 29
November raised a total of £350.  Thank
you to all who contributed or helped in
any way towards the success of the
morning.  The Village Christmas Meal
this year was at Bickleigh Mill.  Thank
you to Sue for organising the evening.

Loxbeare Ladies dates:  On 16 February
a trip to Snowdrop Valley is planned
leaving the Church at 10.00am.  This will
be for anyone wishing to go.  Contact

Sue on 01884 259496.  2 March an
evening at Anne's - Ladies only, to see
photos on TV of the sponsored bike ride
from Devon to Paris which Anne's
daughter-in-law Mary and
granddaughter Emily took part in.
Monies raised went to ‘Papyrus’ a
charity which helps prevent suicide in
young people.  Contact Anne Ackland on
01884 253013.  13 April will be skittles
night.

There will be a Village Party on Saturday
31 January in the Village Hall at 7.00pm.
Bring and share food.  Contact Ron for
further details on 01884 881362.

Loxbeare Bingo will be on 30 March at
7.00pm for 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Contact Carol Radford on 01884 881480.

OAKFORD

A mild Christmas meant that all the
Christmas festivities went without a

hitch. The Christmas Tree Festival was
held in the church on 13 December.
Organizations and individuals from the
village took part. We had twenty
Christmas trees - amazingly with all
different themes!  We have some very
creative people in the village. Cream
teas were available in the afternoon and
also a stall with gifts. We raised £198 for
church funds. Our thanks to Brenda,
Connie, Jean, Karen, Joy and Wendy
who provided the tea, and to all those
who took part, helped and supported
this truly village community event.

The children decorated the Church Tree
the evening before and at 6p.m. about
25 gathered around the Village Tree to
sing carols. Our grateful thanks to Patsy
and John who provided mulled wine and
those who brought mince pies and
sausage rolls - and to Bun and Brenda
for providing the Christmas Trees for the
church and the village.

On Sunday 23 December the ‘Carols by
Candlelight’ service took place. The
church looked lovely with all the
Christmas tree lights twinkling. The
children dressed the crib and Mary’s
granddaughters sang a carol. Many

CHIMNEY AND FLUE CLEANING

Email      kevin@sw33p.com
Website  www.sw33p.com

KEVIN JONES
TRELAWNEY

  STATION ROAD
  WILLAND
  EX15 2PR

BRUSH AND
VACUUM
SERVICE
CLEAN

FRIENDLY
RELIABLE

01884 821297
07773618524

PARISH ROUND-UP
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thanks to the Rev. Richard Maudsley
who took the service, our organist Mary,
all the readers, Dawn and Geoffrey for
the mulled wine and Brenda, Jean,
Connie, Sue and Wendy for mince pies.
The collection from this service was
£137.63 for the Children’s Society.

We now look forward to Easter which will
soon be here as

. We hope you will be able to join us
in this celebration of Christ.

Other events
Hearts and Flowers: PANCAKE
COFFEE MORNING at Oakford
Village Hall. Pancake races for all.

Cake stall and raffle. £2.00 entry .
Proceeds to St. Peter’s Church
February at 10.30a.m.

“Ray Mears meets Mary Berry”  at
Oakford Village Hall on Friday 27
February at 7.30p.m.
Great Bake-off competition:   Bring a
savoury dish or sweet or both.

Foragers Alcoholic Tasting
Competition: Bring along your home
prepared Sloe gin, fruit vodka or
flavoured tipple(Brandy/rum/whisky) -
plus a fun foodie quiz.  Tickets £6.50.
Entries taken on the night. Great Prizes.

Licensed Bar. For further info.
Tel: Julia 351682 or Dawn 324035
All proceeds to PSPA and Village Hall.

Moorland Club: Thursday 12
February at 7.15p.m. Fish and Chip
Supper with themed Valentine’s
desserts and a quiz.
Thursday 12 March at 7.30p.m.
Focus on our chosen charities and
cheque presentations.

RACKENFORD

We are already nearing the end of
January and wish you all a belated

healthy and Happy New Year.

As mentioned in the last issue we were
saddened to hear of the sudden death of
Gwendoline Arscott  on 4 November
2014.Gwendoline’s funeral was held at
our church on 14 November followed by
an internment, next to her dad Jack.
Family and friends gathered to pay
respects and to support Mrs Joan
Arscott (Gwendoline’s mum). Donations
of £317.92p were given to Rackenford
Churchyard Fund, for which we are
most grateful.

Our deepest sympathy also to Mrs
Daphne Weston and family on the death
of her husband David who died on 10
November 2014. Family and friends
gathered at our church for a Service
prior to a cremation. Daphne and friends
are very much in our prayers.

Thanks to Keith Gale for the many
Services he has taken for us - so nice to
have him with us. One of them was The
Group Service on 30 November.  It was
a lovely service and with the sun shining
and the bells ringing, it was a warm
welcome for everyone. Refreshments
followed the service.

Many thanks to Graham Fennel for
providing the materials and repairing our
church organ. We are most grateful to
you and indeed the many people who
care for our church in so many ways.

Continued on Page 10
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JOHN SMITH’S
SMALL BALE HAYLAGE
GOOD QUALITY AT

AFFORDABLE PRICES

CALL NOW ON 07977409266

FREE DELIVERY

West Ridge Veterinary Practice
Professional veterinary services

for your pets, horses and farm animals
throughout Mid-Devon

Witheridge 01884 860236
Winkleigh   01837 83240
    Lapford   01363 83317
www.westridgevets.co.uk

continued on Page 7

NEW CREATION NEWS
Proclaiming the Good News since 1988

‘… faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.’
 Romans 10 verse 17

We wonder how many lives have been changed by the many Bibles, cards, gifts, CDs, books
and other articles that have gone out from this little shop over the Christmas period?  We
pray that everyone who has received something containing scripture will have been touched
by it.  As you know, with our Lord’s leading, we are here to promote the Christian faith and
to get God’s Word out to as many people as possible in as many ways as possible.  Thank
you for coming in to the shop and being part of that challenge and responding to it.

Please keep coming in – if you see this initiative as worthwhile and an important addition to
the work of the local churches - it needs your support more than ever.  The use of the
internet may be easy but it takes the trade away from local shops and they close down.  If
New Creation is to continue here in Tiverton, providing a counselling and prayer room, a
resource centre for local Christians, and a place of refreshment for body, mind and spirit,
it needs all the local Christians to make it their own and use it on a regular basis.  We are
told at the end of Matthew’s Gospel to go out and make disciples – New Creation has the
resources to help you do just that!

On Saturday 28th February we hope to hold a planning day in St. George’s Extension where
you can come along and share with us ideas for the future.  Hopefully we shall pray together
and then discuss how best New Creation can move forward.  Refreshments will be available.
Please pray that the Lord will give you ideas to share, as to how He wants New Creation to
proceed – we shall be doing the same.

Penny has special offers in the café: for February a lunchtime soup and roll for £2.50;
and for March a cheese scone with apple, cheese and pickle and a cup of tea or coffee for
£2.95.  (Penny works very hard to produce tasty lunches and tea-time treats but she really
needs more volunteers to help her - people who are willing to help on a one-day-a-week
basis and also be able to take over if she was ill or on holiday. Our volunteers are very
precious to us and we really value them.  Also it is their way of serving the Lord soooo …
could this be your opportunity too?)

Some festivals & events coming soon for which you may need resources:
Education Sunday – February 1st

St. Valentines Day – February 14th
Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) – February 18th

Mothering Sunday – March 15th
Fairtrade Fortnight – 23rd February to 8th March
Good Friday/Easter Sunday – 3rd and 5th April
… and don’t forget your REAL EASTER EGGS!!!

May God bless you all.

58 Bampton Street, Tiverton, Devon. EX16 6AH  Phone:  01884 255769
web site: www.newcreationtiverton.org.uk

email:  shop@newcreationtiverton.org.uk
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RACKENFORD

1 February
No Service

8 February
11 am Morning Worship

15 February
9.30 am Songs of Praise

22 February
11 am Holy Communion

1 March
No Service

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
9.30 am Family Service

22 March
9.30 am Morning Worship

29 March
11 am Holy Communion

OAKFORD

1 February
9.30 am Holy Communion

8 February
9.30 am Morning Prayer

15 February
9.30 am Holy Communion

22 February
9.30 am Family Service

1 March
9.30 am Holy Communion

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
9.30 am Family Service

22 March
9.30 am Holy Communion

29 March
9.30 am Morning Prayer

STOODLEIGH

1 February
11 am Family Service

8 February
11 am Morning Prayer

15 February
11 am Holy Communion

22 February
6.30pm Evening Prayer

1 March
11 am Morning Prayer

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
11 am Family Service

22 March
11 am Holy Communion

29 March
6.30pm Evening Prayer

HOME GROUPS

COFFEE PLUS
Alternate Thursdays
9.30am - 10.30am.

Prayer for the Exe Valley at
Church Cottage, Stoodleigh

01398 351364

LOXBEARE PRAISE AND
PRAYER MEETING

3rd Tuesday in month
at 7.30pm.

01884 881362 - for venues

EXE VALLEY WOMEN’S
BIBLE STUDY GROUP

Alternate Tuesdays 2-4pm
Churchill House, Loxbeare,

EX16 8DX
Contact Marion on

01884 256302,
for details

WALK THE TALK
Withleigh Home Group

Alternate Mondays at 8pm
(Tel. 01884 253473)

EXE VALLEY CENTRAL
Each Sunday

Templeton Village Hall
At 11 am

1 Feb Sunday Club cafe style -
     with Puppets !!
  8 Feb  Morning Worship
15 Feb Holy Communion
22 Feb Morning Worship

   1 March Sunday Club cafe style
  8 March Group Service at EVC
 15 March No EVC - Mothering
     Sunday in Parish Churches
22 March Morning Worship (in
     Loxbeare Church)
29 March Palm Sunday
     Morning Worship

5 April No EVC - Easter Day
Services in Parish Churches

EXE VALLEY
MISSION COMMUNITY

Sundays at 11am
in Templeton Village Hall

Teaching Programme until Lent
(January for back reference only)

Chapter 1 The Charge to guard the Gospel
  4 Jan  2 Timothy 1. 1-12 Our responsibility to keep
              the Gospel
  11 Jan  2 Timothy 1. 12-18 Our responsibility to
              proclaim the Gospel

Chapter 2  The Charge to suffer for the Gospel
 18 Jan  2 Timothy 2. 1-13 Handing on the truth
              leads to suffering
25 Jan  2  Timothy 2. 14-26 Good soldiers,
              athletes, farmers

Chapter 3 The Charge to continue the Gospel
   1 Feb  2  Timothy 3. 1-9 Godlessness in the
              last days
  8 Feb  2 Timothy 3. 10-17 The faithful Gospel

 Minister

Chapter 4 The Charge to proclaim the Gospel
 15 Feb  2 Timothy 4. 3-8 The charge to preach
              the Gospel
22 Feb  2 Timothy 4 9-22 Personal sadness and
              victory

Home Groups on these topics from
14 January at East Sidborough

A Service of
Holy Communion

will take place in
LOXBEARE

at 7.30pm
Ash Wednesday

18 February
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LOXBEARE

1 February
6.30 pm Evening Praise

8 February
No Service

15 February
9.30 am Holy Communion

22 February
No Service

1 March
6.30 pm Holy Communion

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
9.30 am Breakfast followed by
Family Service in Village Hall

22 March
No Service

29 March
No Service

CRUWYS MORCHARD

1 February
No Service

8 February
9.30 am Holy Communion

by extension

15 February
11 am Family Service

22 February
6.30 pm Evening Prayer

1 March
No Service

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
11 am Family Service

22 March
9.30 am Holy Communion

29 March
11 am Morning Prayer

WASHFIELD

1 February
9.30 am Holy Communion

8 February
11 am Morning Prayer

15 February
11 am Family Service

22 February
3 pm Evening Prayer

1 March
11 am Holy Communion

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
11 am Family Service

22 March
3 pm Evening Prayer

29 March
11 am Morning Prayer

WITHLEIGH

1 February
No Service

8 February
11 am Family Service

15 February
9.30 am Holy Communion

22 February
11 am Morning Worship

1 March
No Service

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
11 am Family Service

22 March
9.30 am Holy Communion

by extension

29 March
11 am Morning Worship

TEMPLETON

1 February
11 am Family Service

8 February
No Service

15 February
No Service

22 February
9.30 am Morning Prayer and

Holy Communion

1 March
11 am Family Service

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
Join with Withleigh

22 March
No Service

29 March
9.30 am Morning Prayer and

Holy Communion

CALVERLEIGH

1 February
No Service

8 February
9.30 am Holy Communion

15 February
11.15 am Morning Worship

22 February
3 pm Evening Prayer

1 March
No Service

8 March
Group Service

11.00 am Templeton Village Hall

15 March
11.15 am Family Service

With Baptism

22 March
3 pm Evening Worship

29 March
9.30 am Holy Communion
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Claire Joyce welcomed everyone to the
school’s Nativity play at church and with
all the lovely singing, prayers and acting
and a solo from Harry Vanstone, along
with the beautiful costumes, we all
enjoyed a really lovely service by the
children. The collection taken was given
to Water Aid.

Rackenford Club put on a Christmas
party for the village children with a
delicious tea, an entertainer and a visit
from Father Christmas, with a gift for
everyone to take home after a very
exciting afternoon.

Our Christingle service was held on 14
December when all the children were
invited to join Anna Hansford and make
the Christingles themselves, which was
such fun and a lovely idea. Many thanks
to Anna for such a thoughtful service.
The collection of £44 was given to the
Children’s Society.

Thank you again to Tim and Liz Paxton
for providing our Christmas Tree and to
those who decorated it, and the church,
ready for all the celebrations.

Our Carol Service on Christmas Eve saw
a full church, which was wonderful. The
bells were ringing and we were so lucky
to have Rev Jane Wilson taking our
service and giving us such a warm
welcome. A perfect start to Christmas.
The Stable (made by Ron Kirby many
years ago) and the nativity figures and
animals (which were made by the late
Sylvia Crocker and Elsie Carter) were,
as always, on display on the font but
were brought to the front of the church
so the children could all go up with Jane
and view it all close up. A lovely happy
service. A shortened service of Holy
Communion followed. Many thanks to
Rev Jane Wilson, Marjorie Smith, our
choir and all who did readings.

At the time of going to print (12 January)
Bob Mogridge is very poorly in Exeter
hospital. We remember him in our
prayers and also to Pam Lester and
anyone that we have not heard about
either in hospital or at home. We
continue to remember our friends Ken
Blackford, Mrs Clark and Mrs Arscott.

Carol singing, along with tasty mince
pies, were all enjoyed at The Stag just
before Christmas.

We continue to remember Rev Steve
Goodbody and Sarah in our prayers and
hope that he returns to good health soon.
His final service will be held at
Templeton Village Hall on 25 January
and we wish him every happiness in his
move.

On 15 February at 9.30 am we have a
Songs of Praise Service, so if you have
a favourite hymn you would like to have,
please contact Marjorie Smith and we
will include it in the service for us all to
enjoy with you.

We were sad to hear that Percy Stone
had passed away on 5 January. Percy
will be remembered with great affection.
He farmed at Laneland for many years
with his wife Pearl and here they went
on to raise their five children. After
retiring Percy and Pearl moved to Trinity
View but due to very poor health Percy
ended his days at Ashdowne House,
Tiverton, with constant visits from his
family and friends. We send our deepest
sympathy and prayers to Pearl and all
the family at this difficult time.

On a happier note we send
congratulations to Mary and Jacques
Cann who celebrated their Golden
Wedding on 1 January. We hope you had
a memorable day. We also understand
that Brian and Jen Peace are looking
forward to celebrating their Diamond

Wedding anniversary on 19 March. Many
congratulations as you look forward to
this very special day and to anyone else
who has something to celebrate,
birthdays or anniversaries amongst us.

STOODLEIGH

On the Friday before Christmas, a
small but harmonious band of carol

singers ventured out to bring some
Christmas cheer to villagers and £80
was raised in aid of the church, for
which many thanks.

Yet again the Carol Service was a great
success. The church looked
magnificent: many thanks to Peters
Broadbent and Browne for decorating
the Christmas tree, to Bryan Rigg for the
crib, flying angels and star and to all the
flower ladies for their wonderful
arrangements.  Audrey had a fine group
of 11 children for her nativity play, ably
supported by Nicola Palfrey on the
clarinet. Thank you to all of them (and
their supportive parents!) for taking part
so well. You gave a lot of pleasure to the
large congregation. Jennifer had a choir
of seventeen who as usual on one short
rehearsal added greatly to the singing:
her thanks to all who sang. Many have
been coming for years and look forward
to the Stoodleigh Carol Service: book
the next one - Sunday 20 December
2015! Finally, enormous thanks to the
Reverend Tim Hunt, Chaplain of
Blundell's, who, having agreed to sing in
the choir, was then roped in to take the
service in Steve's absence.

The Christmas Day Service, which was
admirably led by Bishop Nick McKinnel,
was well attended. We thank Bishop
Nick for stepping in to replace Steve,
who couldn't come because of illness.

PARISH ROUND-UP

QUOIT-AT-CROSS,
STOODLEIGH

Gold Award  Bed & Breakfast.
En-suite rooms,

Ideal for family and friends,
Open all year, All welcome.
Linda Hill, 01398 351280

e-mail: quoit-at-cross@hotmail.co.uk
www.quoit-at-cross.co.uk

Phone 01884 34506
Mon-Thu 8 am-5 pm
 and   Fri 7 am-1 pm

coatingsupplies@aol.com
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RACKENFORD COMMUNITY SHOP
A wide range of

groceries, household goods, newspapers,
wines and spirits, fruit & veg., crafts, etc.

Opening    hours
8 am – midday  Mon-Fri

3 pm – 6 pm      Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri
9 am – midday   Saturdays
10 am – 1 pm     Sundays
(Bank Holidays 10 - 12)

Cash Machine
Post Office Service Tuesday & Thursday mornings.
A friendly and traditional village shop solely run by
Volunteers providing a service to the community.

Tel:  01884  881740
Or Email: Rackenford.shop@btconnect.com

PARISH ROUND-UP

Unit 1 Cedar Court, Tiverton, EX16 6GT
www.homelifecarers.co.uk

Regulated by the Commission for Social Care Inspection

SERVICES
(SW) LTD

It is with real pleasure that we learn of
Steve's improving health after his opera-
tion, but with deep regret that he will be
leaving us so soon. Sadly, his last serv-
ice in the Exe Valley will be on Sunday
25 January, 11am, at Templeton Village
Hall.

Looking back a bit further, a big thank
you to all who came to use their time
(and muscles!) for the annual church-
yard clear-up on 22 November, with
such worthwhile results.

The Christmas Fayre on Saturday 6 De-
cember was a truly attractive, festive
and well-supported community time.
There are so many to thank – all who
planned, helped, gave, supported and
generously bought. Not forgetting
thanks to our special visitor – Father
Christmas. All the hard work and enjoy-
ment raised just over £1,000 for church
funds.

‘Seven Years around Stoodleigh’ is a
joint Church and Hall event, which will
take place on 27 February, 7.30pm, at
the Parish Hall. Following the
successful ‘Year on Exmoor’ slide show
by Jennifer Rowlandson in 2014, this
year Jennifer will not only be showing
her own photographs taken around
Stoodleigh but will also show your
Stoodleigh views. You're invited to
submit your photographs to Jennifer,
either on a disc or memory stick, with
information about when and where the
photograph was taken. All photographs
must be with Jennifer by 13 February.
More information about tickets will be
available  on notice boards and the
website, or ring Geraldine on 01398
351391 or Margaret on 01398 351252
for more details. Funds are in aid of St
Margaret's Church and the Parish Hall.

PARISH HALL
The Christmas Bingo & Grand Draw
was a great success. Thanks to those
who supported it by donating prizes,
buying draw tickets or coming to play
Bingo. We raised a grand total of £725
towards Parish Hall funds.

What's On at the Parish Hall:
Easter Market & Coffee Morning:
Saturday 4 April, 10am-12pm.
Book & Coffee Mornings: Saturdays
10.30am-12pm.
Pilates Classes: Mondays, 7-8pm
Zumba Classes: Thursdays, 7-8pm,
starting mid-January, spaces available,
ring 01398 351391

SWAG: David Wotton Snr has retired
from SWAG. Alistair Morison is the new
chairman and Geraldine Talbot
continues as secretary.

Stoodleigh 100 Club: Christmas Draw
– 1 Alistair Morison, 2 Iris Wotton, 3
Jennifer Ayre, 4 Peter Browne; extra
prizes for Christmas – Linda Sharrock,
Philip Turner, Elaine Morison, Pat
Pennington.

Church Flower Rota
February 1 / 8 - Betty Wotton
February 15 - Trish Fish
Feb 22 to March 29 - Lent (no flowers)
April 4 - Easter: all help please

TEMPLETON

We hope you have all had an
enjoyable Christmas and we wish

you a happy and healthy 2015.

Our Christingle Service on 14 December
was well attended and many gave
presents for less fortunate children in
the Tiverton area.  We delivered them to

CHAT, who gave them to Social
Services and they were gratefully
received.  Our church was beautifully
decorated (Thank you to all who helped
with that) for our Carol Service followed
by Holy Communion on Christmas Eve.
The Rev’d Tony Fensome officiated and
the church was full.

Our Rector Steve and his wife Sarah will
be leaving us at the end of January for 3
parishes in North Devon.  We thank
them for all they have done and wish
them well, both in the parishes and in
health in the future.

The tower repairs have now been
completed but the east wall and vestry
are in urgent need of repair.  While we
are applying for grants, we still need to
raise money ourselves and so, on
Saturday 14 March we have booked
Wildwood Kin, a three piece folk / indie
band who last year won the Open Mic
UK competition at the NEC in
Birmingham.  You can hear them on
YouTube or Google them and they are
also on Facebook; they really are an up
and coming group.  A supper will be
served at 7.45pm and the bar will be
open from 7.30pm. Tickets available
from 1 March from Gloria Woollacott
(01884 254509) or Bindy Linden (01884
860655).

Our Christmas Fayre, held on 28
November, raised £540.00.  It was an
enjoyable evening, thanks to all who
helped and supported the event.  There
will be a Quiz held at the Village Hall on
13 February and organised by John and
Audrey.  It starts at 7.30pm.  Teams of
4-6 can enjoy the fun of discovering how
much they actually know, with supper at
half time and perhaps a prize.  Contact
John McInerney (01884 253068) to
book a place for your team.

                  Continued overleaf

Repairs & Replacement
of Gas or Oil Boilers

Phone 01884 254902

At Homelife Carers, we pride ourselves on offering
professional quality home care services to a wide
range of clients, throughout the local community.

Our services include :
● Personal Care Services
● Preparation of Meals

● Sitting Services and Night Care
● Home Help and Domestic Services

Call us today for a brochure, to see how we can
help you, or your loved ones, continue to enjoy
the comforts of that all important place ~ home
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Smiling faces and enthusiastic children make
Blundell’s Preparatory School a wonderfully

stimulating, happy place in which to learn

For more information please
telephone : 01884 252393

e-mail : prep@blundells.org
website : www.blundells.org

The Children’s Christmas Party, held on
13 December, was enjoyed by about 20
children.  Thanks to Tony Loosemoor for
organising this, also to the ladies who
helped and to Father Christmas who
came along at the end of the party.  On
the same evening, a draw held in aid of
Children’s Hospice South West made
£210.00.  Thanks to all who donated
prizes and supported the charity.

The usual game tournaments were held
on the run up to Christmas with the
results as follows: Mens Darts R/U
Roger Linden – Winner Martin Saunders
Ladies Darts R/U Sara Stone – Winner
Claire Hunt
Mens Skittles R/U Mark Stone – Winner
Martin Saunders
Ladies Skittles R/U Teresa Pancherz –
Winner Bindy Linden
Table Tennis R/U Martin Rose – Winner
David Leeming
Pool R/U Mike Pancherz – Winner Tom
Pancherz

Flower Rota
Feb 8/15  Flowers & Cleaning  Hannah
                                               Nobbs
Feb 22/March 1    LENT NO FLOWERS
                                  Clare Trevelyan
March 8/15  Cleaning Only   Jan
                                          Heptinstall
March 22/29  Cleaning Only Gloria
                                          Woollacott

WASHFIELD
You cannot do a kind thing

too soon ~ for you never know
how soon you might be too late

How Christmas has flown by.  The
children are now back at school and,

as we write these notes, it is still early
January so we wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful New Year.

The church was beautifully decorated
and adorned with a lovely Christmas
Tree (thanks to everyone who made the
church look so festive once again).
There was also a crib which added to the
enthusiasm of the children at the
Christingle service.  This service was
led by Camilla, assisted by other parents
and children who took part, making the
Christingles (a good way of learning
about their meaning) and ably reading
passages. A large congregation
attended this delightful service from
which the cash collection was donated
to The Children’s Society.

The Christmas Eve Carol Service was
led by Martin to a full church. It had a
lovely atmosphere of community
togetherness with many of the readings
being delivered by those back at home
for the Christmas period.  Grateful
thanks to Sarah Tobey, who
accompanied the carols on the organ
and also organised a lovely choir, which
added to the special ambience of the
occasion.  The positive mood continued
as most of the congregation were able
and happy to enjoy the abiding
fellowship offered over coffee and mince
pies. A lovely evening.

We were able to celebrate Holy
Communion on Christmas morning
thanks to Anna who took the Service by
Extension, in the absence of clergy.
Once again there was a good
congregation.  Thank you Anna.

We once again thank Jeanne and Garth
Jones for hosting their annual Christmas
Coffee Morning. What a success it was -
raising £310 for the church.  It was a
lovely social get-together before
Christmas.  Thank you to everyone for all
your support and help on the day.

In keeping with the generous nature of
our village, we are pleased to report that
the two sets of Carol Singers raised

great sums of money for their chosen
charities.  The ‘village’ group raised
£185 - with their money going to the
local Hospiscare centre (Pine Lodge)
and the ‘higher’ Washfield singers
raised £253.60 for the Children’s
Hospice South West.  Congratulations
to you all for collecting these amazing
amounts.

Mothering Sunday is on 15 March so we
would welcome lots of children (young
and not so young) bringing their
Mothers to this service, to receive a
posy of flowers on their special day.

We are pleased to welcome two new
families to Washfield. The Taylor-Ross
family have come to live at Moorhayes
Farm; Jim and Annabel with little Patrick
and Mum, Mrs Mary Ross.  We are so
pleased to have been able to meet with
you all at recent village events.

Most welcome too, are Mark and
Sharon Yeoman who have come to live
at 2 Balmans Wood. They are no
strangers to Washfield, as next door
live Mark's Mum and Dad, Pat and Terry
Yeoman and Mark grew up here.  We
hope that you will all be happy in our
community.  We will be sorry to lose
Karen and Vincent Webber who are
leaving The Firs but, as they are only
moving to Tiverton, we hope to keep in
touch.

We are thinking of those people who are
not well; many with ongoing illnesses.
We do miss seeing you in the village and
we expect you miss coming out.  Many
have also succumbed to the nasty
viruses that have been doing the rounds
recently.  All are remembered and
thought about in our prayers.

Best wishes to everyone celebrating
special birthdays and occasions.

PREPARATORY SCHOOL
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The donations of food items given to the
local CHAT from the church porch this
year has amounted to a sterling 177.
Thank you all for these contributions for
those who are not so fortunate and keep
up the generous gifting.

The W.I. Christmas party was once
again a wonderful evening with good
food, great company and excellent
entertainment put on by Jenny Parnell
with Sue and Andrew Herniman.
Everyone went home happy.

The Social Club's New Year's evening
was immensely enjoyable.  A lot of
people put in a lot of work and effort to
make it so much fun. Martin made a
great Master of Ceremonies and looked
the part.  A builder's Male Voice Choir
sang about members; Enid was in the
Mastermind black chair with Gill firing
questions at her; there was village
gossip and of course the brave couples
taking part in Strictly Come Dancing and
being judged by the ‘critics’ as is usual.
The enthusiasm was boundless and the
eventual winners were Michael Kerslake
and Abby Wood.  Well done to them and
all of the participants and contributors to
the entertainments including Tony, Ann,
Gill, Maggie, Paul and so many others.
We thank you all for a great evening
which, with such fun and laughter, can
only be a sign of a great social year to
come. Please join the Social Club by
paying your £6 subs as this is a small
price to pay for such a wonderful village
asset, not just at New Year but all year
round.

A reminder that Easter, with all our usual
events, is earlier this year. The
decorated egg and rolling contests at
the church, followed by the Coffee
Morning in the Village Hall, will be on
Easter Saturday 4 April from 10am.
Please, can you get sowing, growing

and planting to help make the Plant Stall
overflow and the whole event the
unbridled success it was last year.

Dates for your diary
Saturday 24 January  Coffee morning in
Village Hall 10am - 12noon with cakes,
jewellery, raffle and lots more (In aid of
EVBH)
Tuesday 10 February   teatime@the hall
from 2.30pm.  Come along and
partake in tea, cake and friendship.
Thursday 12  February   W.I. in Hall
2.30pm. ‘The Land Army’
Thursday 26 February    Lunch Club in
Hall 12 noon for 12.30. Please book in -
for this first one after the break.
Tuesday 10 March    teatime@thehall
from 3pm.  All welcome
Thursday 12 March   W.I. in Hall
2.30pm Wiltshire Farm Foods
Sunday 15 March    Mothering Sunday
Service in Church
Thursday 26 March    Lunch Club in
Hall 12 noon for 12.30

Altar Flower Rota
January 25/ February 1 Mrs J French
February 8/15 Mrs Bassano
LENT  No Flowers
April 5/12 Mrs Ellis

Cleaning Rota
February 9/16                     Mrs French
February 23/ March 2 Mrs Arnold
March 9/16 Mr & Mrs Parnell
March 23/30 Mrs Harding & Mrs Jones
April 6/13 Mr & Mrs Ellis

WITHLEIGH

Our Christmas Craft Fayre on 29
November, 2014 was an enjoyable

and profitable day, realising £1,050 for
Church funds.  The hall was adorned

with Christmas bunting, thanks to
Margaret Gale and Shirley Headon,
adding to the festivity of the stalls.
Many thanks to Laura for organising the
Fayre, and thanks also to everyone who
gave and helped in any way.

The Children’s Christmas party went off,
as usual, with much activity and
laughter.   Thank you, Sue, for
organising, once again, with such
enthusiasm, all the games the children
love to play.  We must not forget to
thank Father Christmas for calling in
and distributing presents to eager
looking children, waiting for their name
to be called to collect their present.  A
big thank you to the Village Hall
Committee for their continued support
for this event, with the cost of prizes
and sweets for the games, etc., being
paid for from Village Hall funds.

Our Christingle Service was well
attended, with Christingles being
distributed to everyone in the Church
before singing the final hymn by the
candlelight of the Christingles.  Thank
you Paul and Elizabeth for officiating at
this service.  A donation was sent to the
Children’s Society from Withleigh
Church.

We had a lovely evening for Carol
Singing this year.  We congregated at
the Village Hall and made our way down
to and along the main road.  We would
have loved to have sung to many more
of you but sadly, time does not allow
when only singing on one evening.
Thank you Nigel and Brenda for your
hospitality at the end of the evening.
£59.70 was collected and sent to
Children’s Hospice South West.

Our Carol Service was also well
attended - taking another different
format, followed by mulled wine, mince

Continued overleaf
PARTRIDGE

FARM
MEATS

QUALITY, TASTE AND SUCCULENCE

 WWW.PARTRIDGEFARMTIVERTON.COM
07775900967  *  07784833816

ORDERS@PARTRIDGEFARMTIVERTON.COM

PARTRIDGE FARM
RARE BREEDS * BED & BREAKFAST

PARTRIDGE FARM, TEMPLETON, TIVERTON, EX16 88N
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pies, shortbread and chocolate truffles.
We are very grateful to Andrew Herniman
for playing the organ for us, and thank
you Paul and Elizabeth for leading the
service and to all the readers.  Gifts
were placed under the Christmas Tree
for CHAT, and were kindly delivered to
them by Paul and Elizabeth. CHAT were
very grateful for what was given.

Our Church once again looked a joy with
all the festive floral arrangements
together with the splendid tree.  Thank
you Mark and Cathy, once again, for
donating this.  The Nativity scene was in
its usual place - with an addition this
year - Gill’s camel, and this will always
be a reminder of a much loved organist
and friend of our Church.

Holy Communion on Christmas Eve was
a lovely service officiated by the Rector
of St. Peter’s Church, Tiverton, Rev.
Robert Gordon.  It was good to welcome
him and his wife into our church, and we
do thank him for coming out to us on this
special night.  Everyone did not seem to
be in any hurry to go home on which was,
by the end of the service, Christmas
morning.  Thank you Laura for playing
the organ.

Our Plough Service on 11 January was
very well attended, with the Young
Farmers taking part, and Brenda giving
the talk which was based on the parable
of the Sower. It was also interesting to
hear about the activities in which the
Young Farmers are involved during the
year.

Our next PCC meeting will be on 24
February at the home of Paul and
Elizabeth.

Our Annual Parochial and Church
Meetings will take place in the Village
Hall on Tuesday 24 March at 7.30pm. All
are welcome to attend.

We say goodbye to Lucy who has moved
from Windyridge.  We hope you have
settled into your new home.  We
welcome the new occupants to
Windyridge and look forward to seeing
you in the village.

Our congratulations and best wishes go
to any who are celebrating special
birthdays or anniversaries around this
time.

We send get well wishes to all those not
well at the moment, especially all those
who have suffered the nasty cough and
cold virus that is circulating.  We hope
all those who have had a spell in hospital,
especially those known to us who spent
Christmas in hospital, are now
progressing well.  Our thoughts and
prayers are with you all.

Withleigh WI, new programme for the
beginning of 2015.
Thursday 12 Feb, with Bob Crook,
demonstrating Glass Blowing.

Thursday 12 March, with Felicity Jones,
speaking on the Council's Revamp of
Recycling.

Thursday 16 April, with Dr and Mrs C
Holme, speaking on the Charity for Child
Bereavement, ‘Balloons’.

Our meeting place is Withleigh Village
Hall, usually on the 2nd Thursday of
each month. New members are very
welcome to join us - for further details
please call Rosie on 01884 257123.

Flower rota:
Jan 25 & Feb 1 / 8  Brenda Tucker
Feb  15 LENT  (Please remove
                                              flowers)

Monthly Diary Dates:
First Thursday – Bingo
Second Monday – Whist Drive
Second Thursday – W.I.

PARISH ROUND-UP

Interior
Exterior
Tiling
Wallpapering
Minor repairs
Free estimates
No VAT

Contact Ian on
07821 349314 (mobile)

TONI&GUY

Quayside House
5 Highland Terrace
Barrington Street
Tiverton
Devon  EX16 6PT

 Keep smiling …

After the Sunday Morning Service,
the Rector congratulated Mrs

Wilson on how well her son had
behaved during the second half of
his sermon (He had spotted that
the boy had been noticeably

fidgety during the first half).

He asked how she had managed
to settle him down.

She said “ It was easy.  I just
leaned over and told him that if he

didn’t behave,  you would lose
your place and have to start again

from the beginning”

“It worked !!!”

Thoughts for Everyday ~
by Patience Strong  ~ 1 February

“Hints and Glimpses”

This is the soul’s month; the month
of whispered hopes; the month

when we feel that, at last, we can
turn our faces towards the glad

promise of Spring.  The beds and
borders are peppered with green
tips and a few snowdrops have

swung their fairy bells in the teeth
of a raw wet wind but these are

mere intimations.

The days between Candlemas
and St Valentine, are days

in which we must be content
with hints and glimpses.

Winter has not done with us yet but
the listening heart has caught a
far-away sound on the wind and
Hope will no longer be denied.
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ernside
Bed and
Breakfast

DO  MESTIC
Electrical Heating

   Testing & Inspection

     Re-wires

        Interior & Exterior
        Lighting Design

Additional Sockets /
 TV / Telephone Points

 FAX & FILES
15 Westexe South, Tiverton, Devon EX16 5DQ
===========================================

PHOTOCOPYING (Black& White and Colour)
Typing - CVs, Letters, Documents

Letterheads - Business Cards - Compliment Slips
Schedules/Booklets - Flyers/Posters

Menus - Laminating - Faxing
Tel:01884 254254 E-mail:dawn@faxandfiles.eclipse.co.uk

DOMESTIC  AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL

Little Whitstone Farm
Local produce, from local people, for the local community

Fresh Lamb and Poultry boxes

Little Whitstone
Meshaw

South Molton
EX36 4NH

Ring Debbie 07830 148999
Email:littlewhitstone@hotmail.co.uk

www.littlewhitstone.com

DEVON & SOMERSET
MARQUEES LIMITED

For that Special Occasion
30 years in the Marquee business

Telephone 01398 351210
E-mail: enquiries@dsmarquees.co.uk
Website: www.dsmarquees.co.uk

Tel / Fax 01884 243111
simon@jayre-electrical.co.uk

www.jayre-electrical.co.uk

repairs

East Anstey EX16 9JT
On the B3227 between South Molton and Bampton

Lower Ford Equestrian
Off road riding - all abilities
Beautiful horses and ponies

Fantastic scenery
Based in Stoodleigh

Half-hour sessions or full day “Pub rides”
Western or Traditional

English saddles available

01398 351232

Sam Manaton, FdSc Arb, TechArborA

07895408698
S.J.Manaton@gmail.com

Call Giles on
07963 646402

Email :
Enquiries@fernsidecottage-bed-and-breakfast.co.uk

Website :
www.fernsidecottage-bed-and-breakfast.co.uk

Car
sales

01884 259975 MICK SAMS
07971470716 WINDOW CLEANING

                                      TRADITIONAL AND
                                     REACH AND WASH
                                    WINDOW CLEANERS

www.shopwindowcleaning.co.uk
shopwindowcleaning@hotmail.co.uk

THE MID-DEVON MESSENGER
The Mid-Devon Messenger is the talking
newspaper for the blind and partially
sighted.  It is recorded by a team of four

volunteer readers.  A digest of News from
the Tiverton and Culm Valley Gazettes
is recorded and transferred to memory
sticks, which are then posted to those

who need them.
We need some help !

We have a shortage of MALE readers !!
If you have a strong, clear voice and would

like to volunteer to read once every two
months (recording normally takes about an

hour on a Tuesday evening) ~
or fill in during holidays or for sickness,

please contact our
Team Co-ordinator Jill Robson

on  01884 254729

St Matthew Passion
J.S. Bach

Exeter Cathedral
Saturday 14 March 2015

7.00 pm

Exeter Chamber Choir
with Devon Baroque

Conducted by Andrew Daldorph
Evangelist: Oliver Johnston

Tickets £9 to £25
From Exeter Chamber Choir

Phone 01297 553955

TIVERTON ALMSHOUSE TRUST

THE EASTER CONCERT

Brenda Stewart & Steve Bingham
Violins ~ both acoustic and electric

Wednesday 1 April 2015
        at 7.00pm

in

Witheridge
St John the Baptist Parish Church

“Turning a pretty penny” in support
of Friends of Witheridge Surgery

Tickets: £15 reserved~£12 unreserved
e-mail grallum@networksong.com

or telephone 01884 860132

Serving Tiverton for over 500 years
We are a charitable trust for local people over
60 years and in need of our accommodation.

A resident warden lives on site.
Please contact us for further information ~

we may be just what you are looking for.
Office: 01884 251444
trust@tivertonalmshouse.org.uk
www.tivertonalmshouse.org.uk
The Market House, Bampton Street, Tiverton.

ADVERTISEMENTS

Ray Westcott & Sons
Traditional West Country Thatchers

Over 35 years experience. NO job too SMALL
                        Estimates given FREE

     Tel : 01884 255368
     Mobile : 07990 951809
     Or :        07788 293580
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 Enjoy  in lovely 16th
Century farmhouse ~ for your visiting family and

friends. Special occasions and holidays
 Peaceful and welcoming. All rooms en-suite and

delicious breakfasts!   4 star quality.
Mrs Sylvia Hann, Great Bradley Farm, Withleigh,

Tiverton.  Telephone 01884 256946.
www.greatbradleyfarm-devon.co.uk

DC BRITTON CONSTRUCTION LTD
 would be pleased to quote for your building
works, incorporating new builds, conversions,

extensions, alterations and refurbishments.
For a personal reliable service, call Dave on

01884 881643 or 07974412097.

En-suite Bed and Breakfast Accommodation.
Warm and friendly welcome. Also Private

Dining Room for all Celebration / Family meals.
Special diets - no problem.

Tel: 01884 255297 or e-mail
themillwashfield@hotmail.co.uk

Welding, Garden Machinery repairs and
servicing, Rotavating, Log Splitting, Winching

(with compact tractor)
Tree felling and logging,  Lawn mowing.

 Phone Ed on 07758 510365

 close to Tiverton.
Stunning views over open countryside. 50 sq.m.

One bedroom, sitting room with sofa-bed,
kitchenette & bathroom with bath/shower.

Tennis court and covered pool.
Full details can be found at

www.holiday-rentals.co.uk/p415649
or call 01884 257123

 in Padstow, Cornwall.
Terraced house with garden.

3 bedrooms (sleeps 6).
Available all year round from £20 pppn,

Contact Jenny Seddon
07817 939072 / 01884 258622.

www.stayincornwall.co.uk/ nohens

  For all Pavor Drives,
Patios and all hard landscaping.

Please contact by phone on:
Mobile 07734848250  or  01884 255030

Stock fencing, post & rail, gate hanging, hedge
laying, stock pens, logs and small bale hay.

Contact Stuart on 01884 860165, 07740399138.

.
Hacks, Pony Days, lessons for age 5 and over.

Beginners, novice and experienced riders
welcome! Experienced and qualified instructors.

Licensed by North Devon Council.
For details and bookings

call Lisa on: 01884 861624.

, Cruwys Morchard, Tiverton.
We offer both Bed and Breakfast and self
catering cottages. Open all year, visitors can
enjoy a unique peaceful atmosphere, beautiful
gardens and a fishing lake. Our swimming pool

is available for use by guests during the summer
months. For further information please phone

Rosemary 01884 253486
or visit our web-site www.oldfordhouse.co.uk

.
All breeds welcome for shampooing, trimming,

clipping or hand-stripping.
Contact Julie Cridland, 6 West Exe North,

Tiverton, EX16 5LX.  Tel: 01884 798786.
Website: www.diamondogstiverton.co.uk.

Personal Training and Fitness
Small Groups, 1 to 1, Boxing, Circuits, Pilates

Jennifer Bricknell
Tel: 07090008726

www.jenniferbricknell.co.uk

     Loxbeare Village Hall
     Perfect venue for up to 50 people

Coffee Mornings,  Small Group and Club Meetings,
 Family Parties,  Social Evenings,  Reunions

All with Full Access. Recently improved and extended
 10m x 5m Meeting Room. Full kitchen facilities. Toilet.

Rates £5/hour - for further details contact Richard Vickery
on 01884 881234 or email ricmicvic@aol.com

Email: kenhogantreeservices@hotmail.com
The Spinney, Way Village, Pennymoor, Tiverton, EX16 8LX

KEN HOGAN
TREE, HEDGE & GARDEN SERVICES

CROWN REDUCTIONS                STORM DAMAGED TREES
DEAD WOODING                                       HEDGE TRIMMING
FELLING                                                             DISMANTLES

M: 07946606093                                             T: 01363 860193

Fully trained NPTC qualified Tree Surgeon

Satin Touch
                           Sheila Yeo

Alterations   Repairs   Veils   Tiaras
Bespoke Fascinators  Men’s Formal Wear Hire

60 Bampton Street    Tiverton    Devon
01884 259734

To place an advert , please
  see details inside front cover :-

The Red Lion Hotel, Oakford
Recently refurbished traditional country pub,
serving local real ales and homely food ~
including Sunday Carvery

● Four en-suite B&B rooms available
● Family and children friendly
● See website for details including events and menu
● Bookings recommended
www.redlionoakford.co.uk  01398 351592

Mid-Devon
Gazette

Pub of the Year
2014

Chimney
  Sweep

CRB checked        All work insured
Certificate of sweeping  Clean service

Discount for multiple chimneys
                       Phill Melville

01363 877411
07786 946903

phillip.melville@googlemail.com


