Morning Prayer	Next before Advent: Christ the King
Sunday 24th November 2025 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips. 
All	And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Your faithful servants bless you. 
All	They make known the glory of your kingdom. 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, ruler and judge of all, to you be praise and glory for ever. In the darkness of the age that is passing away, may the glory of your kingdom surround our steps as we journey on. May we reflect the light of your glory this day, and so be made ready to come into your presence. Amen.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All			Blessed be God for ever. 

Lord, we come to worship you,
the firstborn of all creation.
For in you and for you,
all things in heaven and on earth were created.
You are the head of the Church.
May we give you first place in everything.
We worship you, our King and our Lord.
We worship you.
Act of Penitence
			Come, let us return to the Lord and say:
All	Lord our God,
in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
Like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us;
deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us;
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Absolution
God of all,
your Son brought hope to a dying thief
and assured him of a place in your kingdom,
honouring his honesty.
Thank you for showing us that you meet us where we are,
drawing out the best from us even when we are at our worst.
Help us to change our thinking and our attitudes,
to acknowledge the cost of forgiveness,
and to give our all to you and those around us.
We pray in Jesus’ name.

All	Amen. 
								     Psalm
Psalm 46
1    God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in trouble;
2    Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  
and though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea;
3    Though the waters rage and swell,  
and though the mountains quake at the towering seas.
4    There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
the holy place of the dwelling of the Most High.
5    God is in the midst of her;
therefore shall she not be removed;  
God shall help her at the break of day.
6    The nations are in uproar and the kingdoms are shaken,  
but God utters his voice and the earth shall melt away.
7    The Lord of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8    Come and behold the works of the Lord,  
what destruction he has wrought upon the earth.
9    He makes wars to cease in all the world;  
he shatters the bow and snaps the spear
and burns the chariots in the fire.
10  ‘Be still, and know that I am God;  
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth.’
11  The Lord of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
All	Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
	
	God of Jacob, 
when the earth shakes 
and the nations are in uproar, 
speak, and let the storm be still; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Word of God

First reading: 	Jeremiah 23: 1-6

The Righteous Descendant
23 “What sorrow awaits the leaders of my people—the shepherds of my sheep—for they have destroyed and scattered the very ones they were expected to care for,” says the Lord.
2 Therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says to these shepherds: “Instead of caring for my flock and leading them to safety, you have deserted them and driven them to destruction. Now I will pour out judgment on you for the evil you have done to them. 3 But I will gather together the remnant of my flock from the countries where I have driven them. I will bring them back to their own sheepfold, and they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 Then I will appoint responsible shepherds who will care for them, and they will never be afraid again. Not a single one will be lost or missing. I, the Lord, have spoken!
5 “For the time is coming,”
    says the Lord,
“when I will raise up a righteous descendant[a]
    from King David’s line.
He will be a King who rules with wisdom.
    He will do what is just and right throughout the land.
6 And this will be his name:
    ‘The Lord Is Our Righteousness.’[b]
In that day Judah will be saved,
    and Israel will live in safety.

Gently whispering God, 
as we gather together today, 
silence our loud and churning thoughts, 
help us to let go of distractions 
so we may sit here peacefully with you, 
our Lord God and king.  Amen.


Epistle:						Colossians 1: 9-20 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God. 

Canticle	A Song of Christ’s Glory
5 Christ Jesus 6 was in the form of God,  
but he did not cling to equality with God.
7 He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant,  
and was born in our human likeness.
8 Being found in human form he humbled himself,  
and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him,  
and bestowed on him the name above every name,
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth;
11 And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2.5–11
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.


Gospel 						 	Luke 23: 33-43
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
	This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God  

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Lord Jesus, we bow before you as Christ the King. We exalt you as our Lord. We can do nothing other than come in humility and thankfulness for all that you are and all that you did for us. As you call us to follow you, give us the courage to count the cost and remain faithful to you.
Jesus, we exalt you as Lord and King:
we bow before you and offer you our lives.
Lord, we pray for King Charles. We ask that you will give him wisdom, strength and humility. We pray also for Keir Starmer and his cabinet. We ask that they, too, will make wise decisions and policies that are designed to prosper those in our country who are facing real difficulty. Give them the courage to make compassionate decisions even if those decisions are costly.
Jesus, we exalt you as Lord and King:
we bow before you and offer you our lives.
Lord Jesus, Christ the King, we pray for the leaders in our world who do not acknowledge you. We dare to pray big prayers, asking that these leaders will somehow be challenged by who you are; that they will see the truth and turn to kneel before you. 
We pray for all those Christians in countries where following you is not safe. We thank you for their courage and silent witness. We ask that you will give them your peace and strength to remain steadfast.
Jesus, we exalt you as Lord and King:
we bow before you and offer you our lives.
Lord Jesus, King of kings, we lift our nation to you. We pray for all those who are really struggling with the cost of living, who are afraid that they may not be able to make ends meet. We pray for our local services, our food banks, GP surgeries, warm places, citizen’s advice bureaux, that they will offer compassionate assistance to all who need it. Help your Church to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves.
Jesus, we exalt you as Lord and King:
we bow before you and offer you our lives.
Lord, we pray that you will be the Compassionate King to all those we know who need your comforting presence at this time. We pray for those we know who are sick… sad… or struggling with their mental health especially… 
Be close to them and enfold them in your loving arms, we pray. We remember all who are lonely or housebound; single parents desperate for an adult to talk to; the homeless; or those struggling to care for family members. Lord, give us eyes and ears to see these people in our community and to bring your love to them. And this morning we pray for all those grieving the loss of a loved one, especially….(prayer list)
Jesus, we exalt you as Lord and King:
we bow before you and offer you our lives.
Lord Jesus, exalted King, we praise you for all that you did for us. We rejoice that you were willing to exchange your crown of glory for a crown of thorns. We thank you for humbling yourself to become one of us. We will never truly know the cost of your sacrifice, but we bow before you in gratitude. Give us the strength to keep faithful to you.
As we go forward into the coming week, go before us and encourage us to keep close to you. Help us to be true servants of the King, we pray. When we are faced with hard decisions, help us to seek your face before we act. Help us to stop and think whenever we are tempted to behave in ways that do not honour you: when we are tempted to be unkind, to say wrong things, to waste your resources. Give us the courage to stand up for who you are whatever the cost to us. You gave your all for us, so help us to give our all for you.
Jesus, we exalt you as Lord and King:
we bow before you and offer you our lives. Amen.

Collect for the day
	Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
All	Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer
Uniting our prayers with the whole company of heaven,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing 
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and remain with us, and those we love and pray for, today and always. 
All			Amen. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk119660873]What’s on ….
Exe Valley Community Lunch
Our next lunch is on Thursday 4 December at Withleigh Village Hall, 12.30pm. Please let the office know if you will be able to join us and if you need transport.
Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 8 December at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. We are looking at Genesis 1-11.
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295

Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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