Morning Prayer on Third Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 14th December 2025 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
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Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 


Mighty, Holy God, we adore you for:
revealing yourself to humanity through the ages;
the promises to Abraham and all his descendants for ever;
inspiring the prophet Isaiah to offer hope on the journey home;
the blessing of Mary, the joy in her soul and the praises she sang,
and today for the blessings we have in our lives.
Amen.	
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	The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 


A prayer of confession
Holy God, we confess that we fail and falter because we get
all wrapped up in the trivialities of life.
So often we look for something better to come our way,
ignoring what we already have,
not using it wisely for the good of all.
We confess we forget to preach the good news to the poor;
to those who don’t know their need to confess;
to those who don’t know that Christmas is about
the birth of the Christ-child;
to those who don’t know your Spirit within;
to those who do not catch glimpses of glory and light
and joy in abundance.
Advent God, forgive us we pray and bless our journey.
Amen. 

Assurance of forgiveness
The Lord God, the Holy One, the Almighty, the Redeemer,
the giver of life, hears our prayer and forgives our sins.
Praise be to God.
Amen. 
The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 35: 1-10
35 The desert and the parched land will be glad;
    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;
    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
    the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD,
    the splendour of our God.
3 Strengthen the feeble hands,
    steady the knees that give way;
4 say to those with fearful hearts,
    “Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
    he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
    he will come to save you.”
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,
    and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
    and streams in the desert.
7 The burning sand will become a pool,
    the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay,
    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.
8 And a highway will be there;
    it will be called the Way of Holiness;
    it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;
    wicked fools will not go about on it.
9 No lion will be there,
    nor any ravenous beast;
    they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
10     and those the LORD has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;
    everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
    and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


Canticle - Magnificat
1  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
      my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 
   he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
2  From this day all generations will call me blessed; 
   the Almighty has done great things for me
      and holy is his name.
3  He has mercy on those who fear him, 
   from generation to generation.
4  He has shown strength with his arm 
   and has scattered the proud in their conceit,
5  Casting down the mighty from their thrones 
   and lifting up the lowly.
6  He has filled the hungry with good things 
   and sent the rich away empty.
7  He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
   to remember his promise of mercy,
8  The promise made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and his children for ever.


Psalm				Psalm 146: 4-10
4  Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
   whose hope is in the Lord their God;
5  Who made heaven and earth,
      the sea and all that is in them; 
   who keeps his promise for ever;
6  Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong 
   and bread to those who hunger.
7  The Lord looses those that are bound; 
   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;
8  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
   the Lord loves the righteous;
9  The Lord watches over the stranger in the land;
      he upholds the orphan and widow; 
   but the way of the wicked he turns upside down.
10  The Lord shall reign for ever, 
   your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
      Alleluia.		

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 


Second reading: 			Matthew 11: 2-11
2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”
4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[b] are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
    who will prepare your way before you.’[c]
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 
We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Come Lord Jesus fill all with joy that sorrow and sighing may flee away.
God of all our hopes and fears
As we hear of those experiencing storms buffeting coasts and lands, typhoons and flooding, earthquakes and hurricanes, we pray for:
those who feel there is little hope in their lives and whose hearts feel broken and empty;
those overwhelmed by their inner storms and those buffeted by the incessant demands of daily life;
those burdened by too much responsibility and those afraid of how tired they are.
We pray too for those coping with the aftermath of Storm Bram especially those whose homes and premises have been flooded and for all those in the emergency services, constantly facing difficult and dangerous situations.
Come Lord Jesus fill them with courage, resilience and joy,
that sorrow and sighing may flee away.

We pray for those who live in places of conflict and violence:
We remember especially the people of Thailand and Cambodia;
the people of Ukraine surrounded by so much uncertainty;
and the European leaders seeking unity and initiatives to end the suffering of so many.
We pray for  the people of Sudan amidst so much brutality;
for the people of Gaza and all those in refugee camps around the world desperate for the waters of aid to stream into the deserts of their misery.
Come Lord Jesus fill them with strength, reconciliation and joy,
that sorrow and sighing may flee away.
 
We pray for young people coming to the end of another university, college
or school term:
For those trying to cope with the pressure of assignments and work;
For those struggling emotionally and mentally with environments they find difficult;
For those endangered by social media;
For those being bullied or exploited;
and for those who go home to places of tension or sadness or hardship.
We pray for teachers and all who share the responsibility of guiding and equipping children and students with knowledge and confidence.
Come Lord Jesus fill them with wisdom, fulfillment and joy,
that sorrow and sighing may flee away.
 We pray for our churches:
For those called to share the Christmas message publicly in pulpits and podcasts;
And those who will share it privately through hospitality,
through listening and through example.
We pray our churches will be places of warmth and welcome
for those whose journey through Advent is marred by ill health;
for those struggling on the streets of our towns and cities;
for those who are in debt or plagued by addiction;
or those who are alone or dreading Christmas Day.
Come Lord Jesus fill them with grace, hope and joy,
that sorrow and sighing may flee away.
And we pray for one another and for ourselves
That we may be open to the needs of others; especially…(prayer list)
Aware of the needs of our own hearts;
And follow in the footsteps of those who have journeyed to the crib before us
With integrity, humility and joy.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent 
God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Thank you, God,
that in our differences and in our diversity, you are our God.
Thank you:
for the changes and chances and challenges that surround us;
for your constancy and the blessings we receive from those
around us;
for the Gospel words that speak of hope and joy,
light and life and love;
for the gifts you have given us in abundance;
that we can gather to celebrate your coming.
Thank you that in hope and expectation we can shout:
‘Come Jesus, fill us with joy!’ Amen.

Blessing:

The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw us to himself; 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen us in his service; 
the joy of the Lord Jesus 
fill our hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those whom we love and pray for 
today and always. Amen
	
	             Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


What’s on ….

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 8 December at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. We are looking at Genesis 1-11.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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