                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on The Fifth Sunday of Lent - Passiontide
Sunday 22 March 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.


Wake us up, Lord, we pray.
Wake us up to the gift of this new day with all its possibilities.
Wake us up to your presence among us.
Wake us again to your goodness and love.
Wake us up to all you want us to be and do.
Wake us up to the joys and sorrows of the world around.
Wake us up to worship you now.
Amen.


The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
	Amen. 
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A prayer of confession
Lord, we confess that so often we doubt you,
and question your timing, as Martha and Mary did.
When we are distressed, we ask why
you do not come to our aid immediately.
Forgive us, O Lord, and help us to await your perfect wisdom.
We seek to reaffirm our faith, trust and hope in you.
Awaken us, O Lord, open our eyes to the long view,
so that we may set our sights on higher things –
the kingdom to come, where there shall be no more
sorrow or weeping.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness

Great are our human frailties and failings,
yet you forgive them all, O Father.
When our faith falters and is weak,
you are strong to forgive and generous in your grace.
When we fall into doubt and distrust,
we can rest assured in the promise of your forgiveness.
Amen.

The Word of God

 First reading			Ezekiel 37: 1-14

37 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm  130

	1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD;
	2     Lord, hear my voice.
	Let your ears be attentive
   	 to my cry for mercy.
	3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins,
   	 Lord, who could stand?
	4 But with you there is forgiveness,
    	so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
	5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits,
  	  and in his word I put my hope.
	6 I wait for the Lord
   	 more than watchmen wait for the morning,
   	 more than watchmen wait for the morning.
	7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD,
   	 for with the LORD is unfailing love
   	 and with him is full redemption.
	8 He himself will redeem Israel
 	   from all their sins.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading			John 11: 1-45	
11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”
12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles[b] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked.
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
35 Jesus wept.
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four days.”
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
 Into our times of difficulty and sadness, breathe new life and hope
Lord Jesus, we come to you today hearing that you are the resurrection and the life and yet so much of our world seems to be dying. We are surrounded by news of war. And so we pray for Ukraine; for the Middle East, especially Iran; and for many parts of Africa which don’t often make the headlines. Lord, bring your peace.
We hear in the news about so many places where there is political unrest… Lord, bring your justice.
We know that much of your beautiful world has been spoiled by our actions. We cry out to you for a polluted world, where multi-nationals argue over the use of fossil fuels; where our supermarkets continue to use plastics; where floods and droughts cause endless problems and ruin livelihoods. Lord, bring your renewal.
Into our times of difficulty and sadness
Breathe new life and hope

Lord Jesus, you brought such joy to Mary and Martha as you raised Lazarus from the dead, but we know that people we know and love have died or are facing pain and illness right now. We remember all those in our community who have died recently, as well as those who are marking the anniversary of losing someone, especially naming… We pray for all those who are mourning their loss. Lord, come close to them in their sorrow, bring them the comfort of your love. Help us to know how to support them at this difficult time.
And Lord, we pray for all those who are sick, those awaiting a diagnosis or test results or a date for an operation... Lord, we pray that you will bring healing, wholeness and patience. We thank you for our health services and all who care and support those who are unwell. We pray for their families, that they will also know the support of friends and neighbours.
We pray for all those in the UK affected by the meningitis outbreak.
Into our times of difficulty and sadness
Breathe new life and hope
 
Lord Jesus, Mary and Martha were so lost in their grief when you first visited them. We pray for all those who are full of sadness, fear, anxiety or loneliness at this time. We pray for those who feel that no one cares for them. We remember those who face negativity at work or school, particularly those who are bullied. We pray for those for whom home is not a safe or happy place. Lord, so much trauma is hidden from us but known by you. We pray for relief and safe spaces where people can truly be heard and helped.
Into our times of difficulty and sadness
Breathe new life and hope
 
Lord Jesus, when you came to Mary and Martha, they asked you questions and came with accusations: ‘Why weren’t you here?’, ‘If you had been here all would have been well’. Sometimes we have so many questions about why bad and sad things are happening that we don’t know where to begin. But, in the silence now, we have the time to bring our deepest, most heartfelt questions to you, knowing that you will hear us…
Lord, we are aware that you didn’t answer their questions but, instead, you wept. You wept because you saw and understood their pain. You wept because death was not what your Father had originally planned. You wept because you care deeply for all our hurts and sorrows. Thank you, Lord Jesus, that you care. Even when you may feel miles away and distant, you are still caring, still weeping, still loving. Thank you, Lord.
Into our times of difficulty and sadness
Breathe new life and hope
 
Lord Jesus, at the tomb of Lazarus you did the unexpected, you brought him back to life. Thank you for your promise that you are the resurrection and the life. Help us to hold on tightly to this promise, especially when things are hard. Enable us to look around and see the signs of new life that you bring: in nature, as the flowers begin to bloom and the birds sing. And in our families and fellowship: Lord, we rejoice at births, successes in school (no matter how small), new jobs, healing, birthdays, weddings and engagements… Lord, forgive us that we are often so focussed on the difficulties of life that we forget to thank you for the joys. Help us this week to look for where you are at work in our lives, to close each day with gratitude for the good things you have done. Nothing is too small for us to be grateful for.
Into our times of difficulty and sadness
Breathe new life and hope
Ultimately Lord, we thank you for the greatest gift of all: your resurrection. Lord, we know that you bring us new life. We are assured by your word that death is not the end and we have eternal life with you to look forward to. Send us out from here ready to take the good news into every place we go this week. And help us to live our earthly lives in the joy of what is to come.
Into our times of difficulty and sadness
Breathe new life and hope
Amen

The Collect for Fifth Sunday of Lent.

	Gracious Father,
	you gave up your Son
	out of love for the world:
	lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
	that we may know eternal peace
	through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
	Jesus Christ our Lord.
	Amen. 


The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Conclusion
	Lord, we thank you
	that you are the resurrection and the life.
	We thank you for the gift of new life that you give to us.
	Please help us as we go and live our lives well,
	bringing joy and hope to those who need it this week.
	Amen.

© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.



What’s on ….
Agape Meal
Thursday 2 April at 6.30pm    Agape Meal 	Washfield Village Hall	
Do please join us for an Agape Meal on Maundy Thursday evening. For catering purposes, it would be good to know numbers, so please let the office know, if you would like to come. Everyone is very welcome.

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 13 April at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Exe Valley Community Lunch
The next lunch is on Thursday 9 April at Oakford Village Hall. Please let the office know if you will be joining us and if you need a lift.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 






Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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