                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday 3 May 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.

Loving God,
You have chosen us to be your people.
Each one of us is precious and loved by you.
As we worship you now,
Join us together and build us into a house
Where everyone can belong,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.



A prayer of confession

Loving God,
We are sorry for the times we have failed to live as your people;
Putting our own needs above the needs of others.
Forgive us, restore us, support us and strengthen us
that we may live holy lives,
and together be built into your holy house
where everyone can belong,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness

God forgives us.
God loves us.
God welcomes us back to live as God’s holy people,
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Word of God

 First reading 	1 Peter 2: 2-10
2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
    a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
    will never be put to shame.” 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone,” 
8 and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
    and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
1 In you, LORD, I have taken refuge;
    let me never be put to shame;
    deliver me in your righteousness.
2 Turn your ear to me,
    come quickly to my rescue;
be my rock of refuge,
    a strong fortress to save me.
3 Since you are my rock and my fortress,
    for the sake of your name lead and guide me.
4 Keep me free from the trap that is set for me,
    for you are my refuge.
5 Into your hands I commit my spirit;
    deliver me, LORD, my faithful God.
15 My times are in your hands;
    deliver me from the hands of my enemies,
    from those who pursue me.
16 Let your face shine on your servant;
    save me in your unfailing love.	
	
	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.




Second Reading	John 14: 1-14
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
[image: Hands holding up a cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]





Intercessions
God of light and love, may the beauty of your peace 
encircle the peoples of the earth, and fill our prayer with hope.
Let your face shine upon us and upon your world.
All: Save us in your steadfast love.
God of light and love
You have called us to live together in community
sharing what we have and carrying each other’s burdens.
May we walk faithfully where you lead us
and may our actions show your love in the world.
We pray for the small and big choices that lie ahead for us this week
and ask that we would honour you in the ordinary things of life,
knowing that you are with us always.
We pray that you would surround all who are struggling or feeling alone
with your presence and peace.
Let your face shine upon us and upon your world.
All: Save us in your steadfast love.
God of light and love,
we bring to you the places in our world 
where the darkness of war casts its shadows over people’s lives.
We pray today for Ukraine, for the Middle East, for Gaza, for South Sudan
and ask for just and lasting solutions to long-running conflict.
Give us persistence in prayer, hope in believing that peace will come
and trust in your promise that you make all things new.
Let your face shine upon us and upon your world.
All: Save us in your steadfast love.
God of light and love, you hold our lives in your hand.
We pray for all who are in trouble, pain or distress.
In the quiet we name those we know who need to know your protection today.
(Silence)
Be close to all who suffer and surround them with tender care. (Prayer list)
May we, your Church, be a protecting space for those who are battered by life 
and a place of healing and hope in a troubled and divided world.
Let your face shine upon us and upon your world.
All: Save us in your steadfast love.
 
 God of light and love, may the beauty of your peace encircle us  
and fill our homes and our hearts today and always.
Let your face shine upon us and upon your world
All: Save us in your steadfast love.
Amen

The Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter.

Risen Christ,
your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
And the blessing …

May we know that God loves us and has chosen us.
May we be built into a holy people where everyone can belong.
And may we know God’s blessing this day and evermore.
Amen.

			© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Ascension Day Service May 14 at 6.30pm
Ascension Day Service at Loxbeare with Steph Gordon-Jeffs
Thy Kingdom Come - Compline on Zoom  
Steph will be holding compline on zoom from 15 May to 22 May (not the 19) 
using the above link.
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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