                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Sixth Sunday of Easter
Sunday 10 May 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

God of hope,
thank you for the hope given in Jesus.
Thank you for the hope inspired by the Spirit.
Thank you for the hope shared when your people gather.
Amen.

An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.
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A prayer of confession

Lord God, sometimes we hold faith and hope to ourselves.
We act as if faith is something private, to be held close,
frightened to share it with others.
Forgive us, Lord, and may hope replace fear.
We fail to notice the people suffering around us,
desperate for your love in their lives.
We ignored their pain, too busy with our own concerns.
Forgive us, Lord, and may hope replace fear.
We forget that a sorrow shared is a sorrow halved.
We ignore those who are ready to support us,
scared to let them help us in our difficulties.
Forgive us, Lord, and may hope replace fear.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness

Christ suffered once for sins,
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to God.
Today, as we are truly penitent before him,
he brings us to God the Father who forgives us.
He renews us in his all-encompassing love.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.
The Word of God

 First reading 	1 Peter 3: 13-22
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 66: 8-20

8 Praise our God, all peoples,
    let the sound of his praise be heard;
9 he has preserved our lives
    and kept our feet from slipping.
10 For you, God, tested us;
    you refined us like silver.
11 You brought us into prison
    and laid burdens on our backs.
12 You let people ride over our heads;
    we went through fire and water,
    but you brought us to a place of abundance.
13 I will come to your temple with burnt offerings
    and fulfil my vows to you—
14 vows my lips promised and my mouth spoke
    when I was in trouble.
15 I will sacrifice fat animals to you
    and an offering of rams;
    I will offer bulls and goats.
16 Come and hear, all you who fear God;
    let me tell you what he has done for me.
17 I cried out to him with my mouth;
    his praise was on my tongue.
18 If I had cherished sin in my heart,
    the Lord would not have listened;
19 but God has surely listened
    and has heard my prayer.
20 Praise be to God,
    who has not rejected my prayer
    or withheld his love from me!
	
	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.

Second Reading	John 14: 15-21
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
God of hope and comfort,
as we look on the brokenness of our world
and on our own fears and dreams for the future,
we pray for trust in your provision for us.
Hear our cry.
Come close to us and help us, O Lord.
All: Give us your peace.
God of hope and comfort,
as members of Jewish communities live in fear for their lives
and prejudice and hatred have taken root in our our public discourse,
we pray for calm and also for courage in standing up to hatred and rejecting violence and for measured speech that inspires unity rather than division.
Hear our cry.
Come close to us and help us, O Lord.
All: Give us your peace.
God of hope and comfort,
as war destroys life and hope in many countries of our troubled world,
we pray for journalists who seek to bring the truth into our living rooms;
for protection from harm as they seek out danger to expose its causes;
and for courage in speaking truth to power in spite of the cost.
Hear our cry.
Come close to us and help us, O Lord.
All: Give us your peace.
God of hope and comfort,
as strikes continue in Southern Lebanon in spite of the ceasefire
and people in Gaza weep amid the mountains of rubble and flattened homes, we pray for determination to bring an end to these conflicts
and for hope to flourish where everything seems to be destroyed.
Hear our cry.
Come close to us and help us, O Lord.
All: Give us your peace.
God of hope and comfort,
as tensions mount In the Strait of Hormuz,
ships and their crews and cargo are stranded 
and Iran and the United States issue increasingly violent threats,
we pray for a plan for peace and for wisdom to guide what happens next.
Hear our cry.
Come close to us and help us, O Lord.
All: Give us your peace.
As those we love struggle with illness, pain or any kind of loss,
we pray for your love to surround them and all who care for them.(Prayer list)
We pray for all who work in medical and social care settings 
and for paramedics and district nurses and ask that you would give them strength for today’s challenges.
Hear our cry.
Come close to us and help us, O Lord.
All: Give us your peace.
God of hope and comfort,
As we try to live faithfully for you in this community,
we pray for the strength of the Holy Spirit to surround us
and lead us in the footsteps of your Son.
Hear our cry.
Come close to us and help us, O Lord.
All: Give us your peace.
My peace I leave you, 
my peace I give you: trouble not your hearts.
My peace I leave you,
my peace I give you: be not afraid.
Amen
The Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter.
Risen Christ,
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:
help your Church to obey your command
and draw the nations to the fire of your love,
to the glory of God the Father.
The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
And the blessing …

When we are troubled... God is our hope.
When our faith is challenged… God is our hope.
When life is tough… God is our hope.
Let us go share God’s love in the world because…
God is our hope.
Amen.

			   © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
What’s on ….
Ascension Day Service May 14 at 6.30pm
Ascension Day Service at Loxbeare with Steph Gordon-Jeffs
Thy Kingdom Come - Compline on Zoom  
Steph will be holding compline on zoom from 15 May to 22 May (not the 19) 
using the above link.
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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