                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Pentecost Sunday 
Sunday 24 May 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

Lord, on this day of Pentecost,
we come to you in awe and anticipation,
in expectation of our hearts being strangely warmed.
We wait on you, ready to receive the gift of your Holy Spirit.
Ready to receive your blessing,
so that we, in turn, may be a blessing to others.
Amen.
An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.


[image: ]



A prayer of confession

Lord God, sometimes we have a very high opinion of ourselves.
We think we can do things better than anyone else.
Forgive us, Lord, and help us to embrace humility.
Lord God, sometimes we look down on other people’s gifts.
We don’t recognise you working in their lives.
Forgive us, Lord, and help us to embrace humility.
Lord God, thank you that you know everything about us.
Whether we big ourselves up or rubbish ourselves,
help us to accept and use the gifts you so graciously give us.
Forgive us, Lord, and help us to embrace humility.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness

	Lord God, we have humbly confessed our sins to you.
	You are gracious to forgive us.
	May we continue to live our lives serving you
	and rejoicing in your complete forgiveness.
	In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
	Amen.
The Word of God

 First reading 	Acts 2: 1-21
The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 “‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 104: 24-34,35b

24 How many are your works, LORD!
    In wisdom you made them all;
    the earth is full of your creatures.
25 There is the sea, vast and spacious,
    teeming with creatures beyond number—
    living things both large and small.
26 There the ships go to and fro,
    and Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.
27 All creatures look to you
    to give them their food at the proper time.
28 When you give it to them,
    they gather it up;
when you open your hand,
    they are satisfied with good things.
29 When you hide your face,
    they are terrified;
when you take away their breath,
    they die and return to the dust.
30 When you send your Spirit,
    they are created,
    and you renew the face of the ground.
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
    may the LORD rejoice in his works—
32 he who looks at the earth, and it trembles,
    who touches the mountains, and they smoke.
33 I will sing to the LORD all my life;
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,
    as I rejoice in the LORD.
35 But may sinners vanish from the earth
    and the wicked be no more.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	John 20: 19-23
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Come Holy Spirit
as the people first knew you in fire and rushing wind.
May we receive from you the life and power we need
to live in the world with faith, hope and love.
Come, breath of heaven
All: fill us with the love of God.
Come gathering and unifying Spirit of God.
Come to break down our barriers.
Come to gather us from all ages and stages of life;
from every place and speaking many languages.
Come to unite us though we are so different.
We pray for an end to false divisions based on culture, language and class;
of insiders and outsiders; of gender, ethnicity, race or sexuality.
We pray for love that crosses divides and sees our common humanity;
for love that does not speak of ‘us’ and ‘them’
but finds your image in all people whatever their status.
And for the gift of love that is the beginning and end of all we do.
Come, breath of heaven
All: fill us with the love of God.
Come gentle and sustaining Spirit of God.
Come and breathe your peace on our hurrying and rushing and calm our minds.
Come to relationships that are fractured and friendships that are broken.
Come to our uncertainties and our fears to breathe your peace.
We pray for the love we need to serve other people and to welcome everyone, even people we do not like.
We pray for patience in our church when there is conflict
and the determination to work for unity
and to truly listen to people with whom we disagree. 
Give us the gifts of respect and tolerance as you weave together our differences and make us one.
Come, breath of heaven
All: fill us with the love of God.
Come life-giving and healing Spirit of God.
Come to our emptiness and give us refreshment in our daily living
and rest as half-term begins.
Come to the lost, the questioning and the powerless, the hungry and the homeless.
Come to the lonely, the sick and the despairing with the comfort of your presence.
We pray for people who are ill and for anyone suffering in body or mind,
remembering the victims of the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo, especially children whose parents have died.
We pray for all carers and for medical staff and ask for gifts of caring and compassion in their work. We pray for those in our community especially …….
Give us all the gift of service and help us to value each other. 
Come, breath of heaven
All: fill us with the love of God.
Come truth-revealing Spirit of God.
Come to show us again the best way to live and help us to walk in it.
Come to all in power when lies cover reality and social media spreads disinformation and division.
Come to shine light on our denial and delay as the planet burns.
We pray for truth with kindness in our church communities.
We pray for local and national leaders to confront the harm spread
on social media platforms and for wisdom as we begin to engage with AI.
Give us the gift of discernment to see what really matters.
Come, breath of heaven
All: fill us with the love of God.
Come wild and wonderful Spirit of God.
Come to spark joy at the amazing beauty and diversity of creation.
Come to show us the wide reach of holy love that embraces everybody
and holds us all together in the world.
Come to lead us onwards and outwards as your unconfined
and unlimited work in the world shows us. 
We pray for the gifts of wisdom and knowledge that we need to live well
and love generously in all the uncertainties of this world.
Give us the gift of courageous faith to follow Jesus 
at home, at school and at work.
Come, breath of heaven
All: fill us with the love of God.
Come Spirit of the living God.
Come to surprise us and fire our imagination with what is possible.
Come and give us the gifts we need for today.
Come to protect and guide us always.
All: Amen

The Collect for the Pentecost.
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.


Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, grow your gifts in us so that we might work
for the good of those around us.
Please give us the courage to share our gifts with others,
knowing that all good things have come from you.
Amen.
			 
			  © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
What’s on ….
Steph at Banbury’s - Friday 5 June
Steph will be in Banbury’s café for coffee and a chat on Friday 5 June from 10.30am – 12.30pm
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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