                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 13 September 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
[image: ]	God of our journey of faith:
	Wherever you send us, we will go.
	Wherever you lead us, we will follow.
	Whenever we stumble, we will reach out to you.
	Whenever we are afraid, we will trust you.
	Wherever we gather, we will worship you.
	Whenever we hear your word, we will embrace you.
	All our days, we will honour you.
	In ones and twos and in tens and hundreds, we will praise you.
	In Jesus’ name.
	Amen.



An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession

	Loving God, forgive us, we pray,
	when we go against your wishes,
	when we ignore your presence with us,
	when we lead others into wrong ways,
	when we pursue that which is reckless and bad for us.
	Forgive us, and help us to trust
	that your light is stronger than our darkness,
	your creativity stronger than our destructiveness,
	and your faithfulness stronger than our doubt.
	Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
					
	God of power and presence,
	your grace goes ahead of us,
	drawing us away from the sins that drag us down.
	Your forgiveness heals us from all that has drawn us
	away from you and others.
	Your love is in our midst, giving us courage, leading us on
	and guiding us to your eternal kingdom.
	Amen.

The Word of God

 First reading 	Exodus 14: 19-31
19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.
23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”
26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.
29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 30 That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.
This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 114
1 When Israel came out of Egypt,
    Jacob from a people of foreign tongue,
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary,
    Israel his dominion.
3 The sea looked and fled,
    the Jordan turned back;
4 the mountains leaped like rams,
    the hills like lambs.
5 Why was it, sea, that you fled?
    Why, Jordan, did you turn back?
6 Why, mountains, did you leap like rams,
    you hills, like lambs?
7 Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord,
    at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 who turned the rock into a pool,
    the hard rock into springs of water.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 18: 21-35
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go.
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 
We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions

Help us trust your love and your leading, as we journey on together.
Almighty and all-knowing God, your world and all its people are in your hands. You alone see the big picture. You alone know your plans, plans to prosper and not to harm us. And yet it is hard not to feel anxious and uncertain when we look around us and see so much need for prayer.
Yours is a path of generosity, grace and peace, but your children are led astray with greed, intolerance and violence. We ask your blessing on the peace-makers - those seeking to mediate between warring nations and factions and individuals. Encourage and strengthen them, giving them the right words to say. May your Holy Spirit infuse the hearts of those who wield power and influence, that they may prioritise justice, safety and wellbeing for all. May we use our votes prayerfully and our voices wisely, unafraid to speak truth to power.
Help us trust your love and your leading, as we journey on together.
 
God, who led your people to safety in treacherous times, we pray for those who are in danger at this time; those who make the news such as the victims of the floods in Nepal and China, the volcano in Indonesia or the collapsed building in Delhi, and those whose situation goes unnoticed by others. We pray for those who put their lives at risk to seek sanctuary in another country due to danger at home, not knowing what kind of welcome they will receive. Bless all who work to support those in danger and in need, and may our hearts be filled with compassion and understanding.
Help us trust your love and your leading, as we journey on together.
 
Creator and carer of all, you see the needs of each individual and long to lead them from all that holds them back from living life in all its fullness. We pray for those whose mental health is affected by their situation, those who are limited by anxiety or lack of understanding of how to navigate the circumstances they find themselves in. We bring before you all whose quality of life is marred by poverty, unemployment, homelessness, and lack of opportunity. We pray for those who are sick or who feel held back by weakness or impairment, and for those who mourn. Especially …. (prayer list) May your love and comfort envelop them, your strength infuse them, your spirit encourage them. Strengthen and equip those who work amongst them and move us with compassion to help where we can, whether it be practically, emotionally or financially.
Help us trust your love and your leading, as we journey on together. Amen

The Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity.
Lord God,
defend your Church from all false teaching
and give to your people knowledge of your truth,
that we may enjoy eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Help us, God,
to go with you, knowing you’re leading us:
out of bad choices and into good choices,
out of fighting and into peace,
out of hate and into love.
Help us to know you with us,
walking alongside us in all of life.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
And the blessing …….

	 
 © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
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What’s on ….
Prayer Breakfast at The Rectory
Steph will be holding a Prayer Breakfast at The Rectory on Saturday 12th September at 9.30am.

Banbury’s Coffee and Chat with Steph on 18 September has been cancelled.
We hope to start up again in January 2027.




Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 



Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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