                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 4 October 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

	Based on Psalm 19
	God’s words and laws are finer than pure gold
	and sweeter than honey.
	Today, let us come to see how precious God’s words are
	and how we can taste their sweetness.
	Amen.
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An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession
God of truth,
it is hard to admit that we have failed to honour you,
but we bring our confession and our sorrow to you now.
It is hard to admit that we have disrespected you,
but we bring our confession and our sorrow to you now.
It is hard to admit that we have tried to tame you
and make you in our own image,
but we bring our confession and our sorrow to you now.
It is hard to admit that our standards have fallen below yours,
but we bring our confession and our sorrow to you now.
We ask for your forgiveness in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
Generous God, as Moses reassured the Israelites,
so we thank you that his words echo through the ages;
equipping us to trust that we need not be afraid of our past;
giving us confidence in your healing and restoring grace;
enabling us to take the next step, to overcome our mistakes,
being guided by your law to live lives worthy of you,
reflecting your love and honouring your holiness.
Amen.
		The Word of God

 First reading 	Exodus 20: 1-4,7-9,12-20
The Ten Commandments
20 And God spoke all these words:
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour and do all your work, 
12 “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 19
1 The heavens declare the glory of God;
    the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2 Day after day they pour forth speech;
    night after night they reveal knowledge.
3 They have no speech, they use no words;
    no sound is heard from them.
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,
    their words to the ends of the world.
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5     It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,
    like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
6 It rises at one end of the heavens
    and makes its circuit to the other;
    nothing is deprived of its warmth.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect,
    refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
    making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right,
    giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the LORD are radiant,
    giving light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is pure,
    enduring forever.
The decrees of the LORD are firm,
    and all of them are righteous.
10 They are more precious than gold,
    than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey,
    than honey from the honeycomb.
11 By them your servant is warned;
    in keeping them there is great reward.
12 But who can discern their own errors?
    Forgive my hidden faults.
13 Keep your servant also from wilful sins;
    may they not rule over me.
Then I will be blameless,
    innocent of great transgression.
14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
    be pleasing in your sight,
    LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.

Second Reading	Matthew 21: 33-46
The Parable of the Tenants
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvellous in our eyes’[h]?
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.
This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Holy God of honour and love, hear our prayer and be with all who are suffering.
God of truth and justice, we pray for all those living in war zones around the world, in places of extreme violence and fear. We remember especially the people of Gaza, of Yemen, of Sudan, of Ukraine and pray for all who are killed and maimed by those who have made a god of power.
Holy God of honour and love, hear our prayer and be with all who are suffering.
We pray for our world leaders that they would honour all that is good, right and just and be given humility, wisdom and integrity in their dealings with one another and in the decisions which impact the lives of so many...
We pray for more positive relationships between nations of different faiths and different cultures and for all who stand up for peace and freedom in nations where both these things are stifled...
Holy God of honour and love, hear our prayer and be with all who are suffering.
We pray for our church communities and those who guide and lead us. We pray for those we know who are struggling today and those who are struggling behind closed doors, for those who are ill or isolated or who feel lost. We pray for one another, for grace that we would not dishonour you by our life choices or by disrespecting those around us.
Holy God of honour and love, hear our prayer and be with all who are suffering.
And on this Animal Welfare Sunday as we pray for our earth and all the climatic challenges we are facing, we pray especially for the animals we share this planet with... We pray for those companion animals who bring us so much joy and those animals around the world who are losing their natural habitat, those that are being trafficked, hunted, exploited and killed...
And in our community we pray especially for …. (prayer list)
Holy God of honour and love, hear our prayer and be with all who are suffering.
We ask this in Jesus name,
Amen.

The Collect for the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity.
God, our judge and saviour,
teach us to be open to your truth
and to trust in your love,
that we may live each day
with confidence in the salvation which is given
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Lord, as we go from this place,
help us to look for you in all the faces we meet this week.
Would we see that others are made in the image of Christ,
and would we honour them and you in all we do
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
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What’s on ….
Steph’s sabbatical
Steph will begin the second half of her sabbatical on 27 September.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 



Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295


Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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