                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 11 October 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

	We come to worship you, Lord,
	not a god of stone or gold who cannot listen to our prayers,
	but a God who draws close to us as we draw near to you.
	Through Jesus, you forgive our half-heartedness
	and offer us your gracious love.
	Thank you for who you are.
	Amen.
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An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession
Forgive us, merciful God:
when we want quick fixes in our lives and turn away from you;
when we want instant answers and don’t listen to you;
when we want gods that are worldly and don’t honour you;
when we want to be in control and don’t wait on you.
Forgive us and be patient with us,
even when we are impatient with you and those around us.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
	God of all that is healing and holy,
	your faithfulness outweighs your frustration,
	your forgiveness burns brighter than our mistakes.
	You do not give up on us,
	even when we give up on you.
	Thank you for your constancy
	and for your Son, Jesus Christ,
	whose life, death and resurrection reunite us with you.
	Amen.
		
The Word of God

 First reading 	Exodus 32: 1-14
32 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered round Aaron and said, ‘Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’
2 Aaron answered them, ‘Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.’ 3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’
5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, ‘Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.’ 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterwards they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.
7 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”
9 ‘I have seen these people,’ the LORD said to Moses, ‘and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.’
11 But Moses sought the favour of the LORD his God. ‘LORD,’ he said, ‘why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth”? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: “I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance for ever.”’ 14 Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 106: 1-6,19-23

1 Praise the LORD. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his love endures for ever.
2 Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the LORD
    or fully declare his praise?
3 Blessed are those who act justly,
    who always do what is right.
4 Remember me, LORD, when you show favour to your people,
    come to my aid when you save them,
5 that I may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones,
    that I may share in the joy of your nation
    and join your inheritance in giving praise.
6 We have sinned, even as our ancestors did;
    we have done wrong and acted wickedly.
19 At Horeb they made a calf
    and worshipped an idol cast from metal.
20 They exchanged their glorious God
    for an image of a bull, which eats grass.
21 They forgot the God who saved them,
    who had done great things in Egypt,
22 miracles in the land of Ham
    and awesome deeds by the Red Sea.
23 So he said he would destroy them –
    had not Moses, his chosen one,
stood in the breach before him
    to keep his wrath from destroying them.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 22: 1-14
The parable of the wedding banquet
22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4 ‘Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.”
5 ‘But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
8 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” The man was speechless.
13 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’
This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Lord, may they know your presence with them, and may our hearts be as your heart that we might support them prayerfully and practically 
Kind God,
you are our kind of God and we entrust to you those on our hearts.
Those we know and who we share our lives with. And those whose stories we glimpse on our screens and in our papers.
We pray especially for our world, its leaders and all in power.
We pray for our government as they seek to implement policies that support those they serve...
and as they seek to work with the leaders of other nations amidst threats of violence, aggression and economic turmoil...
Lord, may they know your presence with them, and may our hearts be as your heart that we might support them prayerfully and practically.
We pray for those who continue to be impacted by extreme weather conditions.
Those still trying to recover from devastating fires and floods... Those still searching in the mud for friends and family...
Those whose homes will never be rebuilt and those whose lives will never be the same...
Those whose livelihoods are gone and for all the wildlife in areas of land scorched and destroyed...
Lord, may they know your presence with them, and may our hearts be as your heart that we might support them prayerfully and practically.
We pray for those who are worried about the rising costs of food and fuel especially as winter approaches...
For all who lack basic resources, and for those who are never invited to feast at anyone's table...
Those whose homelessness robs them of a sense of self worth, those whose situations rob them of opportunities, those whose displacement robs them of dignity and for all who feel forgotten and unloved...
Lord, may they know your presence with them, and may our hearts be as your heart that we might support them prayerfully and practically.
We pray for our churches and faith communities. That we would be places of welcome and beacons of light and healing in a world so darkened by despair and sadness...
We pray for those who have lost their faith in a loving God in a world of so much suffering...
We pray for one another that we would reflect Gospel hope, and lead others to Jesus' love and The Holy Spirit's comfort.
Lord, may they know your presence with them, and may our hearts be as your heart that we might support them prayerfully and practically.
And we pray for those who are ill. Those awaiting operations. Those debilitated by long-term conditions and those who know they are in their last days. We pray for those who journey with them, for all carers, doctors, nurses and health care assistants. We pray for those in our families and communities who are going through challenging times especially .. (prayer list)
Lord, may they know your presence with them, and may our hearts be as your heart that we might support them prayerfully and practically.
Today and everyday,
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

The Collect for the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity.
Faithful Lord,
whose steadfast love never ceases
and whose mercies never come to an end:
grant us the grace to trust you
and to receive the gifts of your love,
new every morning,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Lord, help us to acknowledge you in everything we do.
May we honour you in what we do and what we say,
as people who put you first, middle and last,
everywhere and always.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.

	 
 © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.


What’s on ….
Steph’s sabbatical
Steph will begin the second half of her sabbatical on 27 September.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 



Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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